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'T'0 fill theſe roofes with freſh Impietics. 


$ 7 hat litily didft the worlds proud ſtepter ſway 
Y Peyond our wiſh ; who though an Emperour, 
1:1 wickedneſſe wer't greater then 1m power ; 
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PERL SY TE EPE 


MEGA&ARA aſcends. 
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Megera. 

Hy tothe Romanc Palace, as our howe 
And proper manſion, is Megera come 
Noſiranger to theſa walls : not more in Hell 
Then here, doe miſchiefs, and we Furies dwell 

Let the unerfuy'd Gods hens rfort h poſſeſſe 

Poore Peaſants hearts, and rule 2 Cottages ; 

Let Vertue lurke among the rurall Swaines, 

hileſt Vice in Romes Imperiall Palace reignes, 

And rules thoſe breafts, whom all the world obeys. 

1rhat though the Gods and Vertue firſt did riſe 

Rome to that height #t bolts ? they did but mals 

An Empire large enough for 1s to take, 

And build a ſtrength for us to manage now, 

Though Vertue made the Romane greatneſſi grow * 

Shes now forſakes it at the height © the Powers, 

And fruits of all her dilig ence are ours. 

But to preſerve that intereſt, and keep bigh 

Our hold in thus commands family, 

A blacker Fury then my ſolfe 12uſt riſe, 


Riſe xj Ghoſt, aſcend Caligula, 


And cloth'd with fleſh among markiad did'ſt dwell 


A F.end more black then any was m Hell. 
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AGRIPPINA. 


Erom theſe aucke vaults aſcend ; to blaſt this faire 
And gorezous Pal xe, like that poiſonons are, 
7 ich Earth-quakes from the grounds torae cantrailes brew! 
To fill the world with peft:lence and death. 

Het comes; Hee comes: the very houſe begins 

To ſhake with hortour of approching ſtanes. 

The mieht erowes blacker then before , and 1 

My ſelfs am fil” d with new 1Impiety. 

CALIGUL A's Ghoſt. 

hy am T raiſed from the vaults below ? 

# hat miſchief5 can an aery ſhadow doe ? 

#'bot can a nabed Ghoſt performe ? In Fain 

Are all riteats, unleſſe1 rered agarme 

Ovcy'd by al rhe Romans power, and wor8 

That witicd body whith I had before. 

hat threw I ard you kiiow, and if your power 

Cold have maintain d me longer Emperor, 

I had outdone your wiſhes, and given birth 

Toſuch new miſchiefes, as the ſuffring earth 

Had groan'd to foele : what my intentions were 
Did to the world in thoſe black bookes appeare, 
1} hen all Romes Senate were to death deſien'd, 

And cheſts of poiſon that 1 left behind, 

Thich frace my de.cth into the Ocean phrowne, 
Poiſord the waves for many leagues, and on 
Poore fiſhes wrought that execution, 

hich on mankind I ment they ſhould have done. 
what can I now ptiforme alas ? 

MEGAR A. Enovgh. 
with thy contagious preſence blaſt this roofe ; 
Infect tl” Imperiall Houſe with all the ll | 
That Hell and thou canſt bring. 1et miſchiefe ſtill 
Reigne here, and keep out baniſh'd Piety, 

Tuſtice, and Conſcience; tet no ſacred ty 
Of Natrre, or Religions lawes reſtraine 
Their Parricidall bands « all names bet vatie 
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brother, childe, or parent. lit the wife 
ith 3,1pos rage deſtroy her husbands life, 
brea#ve brother kill the brother, and the Sonne 
kip #Þ bus parents bowels. 


| GHOST. 
[will be done. 
he aftors are my kindred, and lihe mine 
luſt play their parts : ambitions Agrippinc, 
urſue thy cruell projetts, and upon 
husband's murther taiſe thy Impiotts Sonn:, 
That he may play the Parricide againe, 
And murder thee, that gav'ſt him life and eigne. 4 
That all the world aſtoniſh'd at ſo high 
Inzratitude and foule Impicty, 
May feare the Monſters reene, yet ſuffer more 
Then they could feare, or ere was felt beforo. 
let what no foes, no furies durſt conſpire 
To aft *eainſt Rome, nor 1 my ſelfe deſire 
then 1 was Prince; bee curſed Nero 'S crimes. 
Let his dire ſtory in ſucceeding times 
From all garths Tyrants elfe the wonder dravy, 
And men almoſt foreet Cairgula, 
ME GA RA- 
The Fates conſent ; that thunder, which wee hear 
From Acheron, confirms the Omen there. 
Downe wiched Ghoſt into thy cell below, 
Wes muſt no longer bide ; the Cocks doe crow, 
The twink'ing [tarres begin to hide their heads 
The day wou!d davone, and from Auroracs bed 
Would Titan 7iſe, but that he feares to ſig 
Tuch mſtruments of Hells impiety. 
The Gods themſelves forbid our longer ſtay, 
For feare our preſeuce ſhould retard the day. « Fxeunt. 
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PALL AS, VITELLIUS, 
PoLL19. 


a 


Pall.zs. 
? Ow 1stFetime noble Yirellins, 
& Fo1 you, and you moſt honour'd Pallio, 
$ To makethat ſervice you have done com- 
s To royall Agrippimna; briefly thus : - (pleat 
: V7 The two commanders o* th* Prazorian 
Criſpinus Rufus, and that Lucius Get a ( campe | 
Muſt be difplac'd, and ſome of neerer truſt 
To her def1ones advanced i in their roome, 
Or cle our pover will nere be full, they love 
Britannicus too Well , this is the thing 
The Emprefie wi ſhes: let your eloquence 
And wiſdome further itin Ceſar”s carc. 
Vitelll. 
tlare us not Pall.rs ; but what fucceſ.cr; 
Have w-eto taketheir charge ? 
| P ala. 


Or.c tnalt take all 
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_ You may pretend the inconvenience 
Ot rwo commanders, and ſo take ſrom Cefrr 
All jealontie of the plot. 
| | Pollig. 
Who ſhall tbe 2? 
Patl.rs. 
Burrhns Afranins ayvile valiant man, 
Belov'd and honourd by the foul.ters. 
None can except againſt him, and the change 
Will not dif>leaic the campe : nor can his. merir 
Make hum lefle thankfull to her; knowing well, 
"Twas in her power to make 1t otherwile. 
But the advancmg of ſuch able men 
AS Senecaand Brirrbus will take off 
Allenvy fron the Empreſſe and our felves. 
Then wee with praiſe have wrought our purpoſcs,. 
And made our party ſtrong, while Sexeca 


| Shall ſway the Senate, [PBurrhus rule the campe: 


To her delignes: but I'leprefumeno farther 

T 'inſtrut your wiſedomes, or much leſlc ro doubt 
Your true afteCtionsto the {tate and honour 

Of A2rippina, who will then have power 

Fo inake more large requitall-to her triends, 

In which mot high and happy ranke, you two 
Arechiefly ſeated : ſhee acknowledges 

Her ſclfe indebtedto your eloquence 

Nobie 77tcll/ir's, who 11 Senatelately 


You proov'd her marriage lawfull . and being Cenfor, 


Depot *d Sil: nus from his Pratorſh1p, 

Who ſhould have married young 0&avia. 
To you, brave Po{l/o, whoſe perſwaſions 

Have beenethe cauſe young Neronow e.xjoyes 
That happy marriage, which $S;{t4zs loſt; 

But moſt of al] ſhce ow'd to both your paines. 


| Incauiing C #/ar tO adopt her Ne-v, 


Was 
filed 
N\CVC 
\ et 
I, 10) 
old 
Vour 
Vee 
Havi 


dop 


fy I 
That 
OW 
ce V 
hc. 


g1cV 


FarCy 
(z0C 1 
Vhi 
Vhu 
he 
Vha 
But'C 
Parr 
Dilp! 
Or ec: 
Wha 
Reſp 
The 
Have 
Prazt 
Why 


, IVitellies. | 


- 
3. D ® ©”. — 


| AGREPPINA. 


V itellius. 

was hardto-worke at firſt. Ceſar ſtuck at it, 
\iled2 ung that the Clarndzan family. 
Never adoptedany, and beſ1des 

Yhen Ircazs Geta and Criſpinus Rufus 
In love they bore to young Brat wmicus 

old him that tnat adoption tothe world 
Vould beeridiculous: by preſident 

Vee d1d refute ut, ſhewing how Tiberizes 
Havinga Sonne and Nephew both alive; 
\dopredth' ifſue of Grr1zantcus. 

Pall ts. 

ſy Lords, 'twas nobly carryed ; this deſigne: 
ſhatnow wee have in hand, though not ſo hard 

0 worke, will prove as advantageous. 
[36'S VOU WIEN Ceſar, Fle ZOC {ſarisfte 

he Empreſle of your loves. 

L itellins. Pullto. 
arewcll brave Pallas. E xcunt Vitel. & Pyl. 
Pall 1s. 

Farewell my Lords. Goe flattering Senatours, 
Goc uſe your beſt perlwaſtve eloquence, 

Vhilcft, I alone upon your cnvie riſe, 
Vhileſt I wyoy in Aerippinaes love 

he fruit of your obſequious diligence. 
V hat though my birth be humble, and my ſtile 
But one of Ceſ.rs treed-men,, though I-boaft.nor 
Parrit'an blood, nor 1n my galleries 
Diſplay c1d ranks of noſe-lefle anceſtours, 
Or eare-cropt images, if I enjoy 
What ever high Nobility can give | 
Reſpett and power : the ſtare can witnelle it. 
The Senate feare mec, andin flattery 
Have fd to Ceſar to conſerre on mec 
Prazorian and Q uzſtortan ornaments: 
Which Iat laſt vouchſated to accept. 
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When my commandalone has doom'dto death 
 Thenoblcſt of thatorder;, men whole names 
Old Rome has boaſted of, whoſe vertues rais*d 
Her to thatenv1'd height thatnow ſhe holds; 
Their murders ape: Ce{ar rather chole 
Totake upon himſfelte, then queſtion mee. 
Let dull Pa:ricians boaſt their aEry titles, 
And count me bale, whileſt I commend their liyes, 
And for the furtheranceotmy high intents, 
Makenobleſt men my hated inſtfixments. 
Enter NARCISSUS 
But ha! Narciſſz ? yes; there comes a man 
That was my rivall once, whom I fear'd more 
Then all the Lords of Rome, my tellow free 'd man, 
That knew our wayes of power; that notthe Senate, 
But C.e/ars chamber 41d commandthe world, 
Andrule the fate of men : but Fortune 's turn'd, 
And he not worth my reyard or fcare. 
In maſtring him I feele my greateſt trengrth exi 
Narciſſus. © 
Not lookeupon mee ! am I falPn fo low ? 
Did I in equall place with this proud man , 
Nay farre above him, ſway the ſtare, and rule 
Great Ceſar*s heart, while Meſſtllma liv'd, 
And-wasnotthere content { Oh puniſhment 
Of ry ambitious aimes)but cauſ*d the death 
Ofthat looſe Empreſleto bring inth' expullt 
Aclia Petina, and inſtead of her 
Have lctthis Tygreſſe 4grippina in 
This dragon ſpiritto devour us alt 
Except proud P2/l.zs her adulterer ? 
What unavoided dangersevery way 
Threaten this life ? For if young Nero reigne, 
I oye, that ſought to crofle his mothers match :- 
Itere Brit amicss do reigre, I dye 
That cau'd his mothers death. What ſhall I _ 
cr. 


atC, 
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AGRIPPINA, 


where ſhall 1 leane for fafery ? bettertruſt 
The innocent poodneſle of 'Britaunicts 
Then Aerippiracs ferrce and cruell nature; 
Nor can I hope more goodnefſe from her fonne. 
That may give longer reſpite to my feare. 
Beſides it bearcs the greater ſhew of juſtice, 
And honeſt ſervice to my Roll Maſter. 
Since wee mult fall, it 15 ſore happineſſe 
To fall the honeſt way,if wee may call 
That honeſty at all, or reall vertue 
To which necefliry enforces us, 
And wee by fortune yet eleQtion praftiſe. 

EnrerG ETA, CRISPINUS. 
Here comes two freinds of young Britannic#., 
Haile Luczrs Geta, haile Criſpmus Rufrs. 

Geta. Narciſſus haile, 
Narvcaſſus, 

Brave Romans your are come 


4 Fitly to caſe my overburden'd breaſt 


Of weighty thoughts, which I dare freely truſt 
V nto your noble cares. 
Get, 
You may Narciſſts 
Truſt truth with us. 
CriſÞmits. 
Or any honeſt ſecrct. 
Geta. 
What 1s 't you would with us ? 
| Narciſſt4. 
You know my Lords, 
( And I muſt needs confefie ) T wasa rnreanes. 
Of Meſſalinges death ; but all the Gods 
Cay witneſſe with mee how unwillingly 
I tent a handto that ſad ation z + 
And but for Ceſar”s fafety, which T prize 
Above my life and fortunes, and which then 


— "— .... i... 


I thought 


> Levy Aon Toy 


L thought endanger'd much by. her holdadt, | 
Nought in the world could erc have moov'd mee to it 


_ 
What. hence would you inferre ? 


:  Narcſſus. Twa 
Then Know my Lords, 
How little I bx ectmy pravate ends hey 
To docthe publike ſervice, and can looſe Encr 
My ſelte for C.e{ai's good :1tmay be thought c 
W hen the moſt hopetull Prince. Britannicus Vile 
Shall weare that wreath which all the world adores,, By 4 
To me 1t may be fatall, as a foe hee 
Vato his mother: but Lrather with That 
My lelfe tor ever loſt |, thenthat brave Prunce he 
Should not ſucceed his father. Of w 
Get a. <A 
How ! ſucceed ? | | | | 
Whag care is there ofthat ? For ] 
 Craſpantes.. Nob 
What power on earth, fai 
Can barre his right, whileſt wee command the campe* 
I ce rather fee { which allthe Gods avert ) In bl 
Rome rent againe with crvill broiles, then hee | fea 
Should looſe unjuſtlythe Impertall throne. And 
 Narciſſns- lth 
Y*are trye ni Noble friends; and here I vow O « 
Tojoyne with you, and uſe my wttermoſt powey OC 
T* advancethe honour of Britannicgs: } het 


| | f WHT LAP 
What dancer threatens it ? 

Na rcifſh KS. 
Doevounor know | 
Towhomthe Sonne of 427;ppina 's married; 

Criſpmus. YES. 
| N arciſ[1s. 

Andthat honor were cno wh for hit. 
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AGRIPPINA. 
Vithout adoption too, were his atmes private, 
to ind that his cratry Mother did not caſt 
\ way for him tothe ſucceſſion. 
Crifpimus. 
Twas ſtrangely done of Ceſizr I confefle. 
Narciſſus. 
hey make the faQtion ſtrong, and cunningly 
Encreaſe the trame of Nero, and diſplace 
he faithfull ſervants af Brztamaucus. 
Vile Serec,c *s recall 'd from banyſhment 
>. By Aer ippinaes meancs, not for the love 
hee beares his vertue ; but to make him hers, 
That Seneca *s authority may gaine 
he px coples 10ve to her _ r1ous ſonne, 
Ot whoſe young yearcs heetakes tuition. 
 Criſþiaus. Irhink no lefle. _ . 
Geta. Belidesto.makethe match 
For her young Nero with 0 favia. 
Noble Silanus dy*d, who might have proov'd 
faithfull propto Claudius family. 
PC: Narciſſus. | 
In blood that farall marriage was begun, 
[ tearethe Omen ; Agrippana's feirce 
And cruell nature has too much been ſeene 
Inthis ſhort time. L {l;a P.n/;nr, NECCE 
0 Cotta Mv{ſcul;mis, and late wits 
0 Caius Ceſar, tor no other cauſe 
hen aiming once at C/audzzs marriage 
Is bantth'd 1z.1ly ; her goods are (c1z'd, 
\nd but five m11l:ons of Seſterces left her 
fall her grear eſt1te; but there the malice 
[this fell woman ſtayes not; now wee Rcare 
A T; zbune is difpach'd a way , to kill 
he baniſh'd Lady, 3nd bring back herhcad. + 
Criſpanns, 


h barbarous cruelty : 
Narciſſus. - 
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AGRIPPINA. 
Narciſſus. 
Yet more I feare, , 
Since her Domiti#s is adopted now. 
I feare ſhee ll ſhortly aumeat higher blood, 
Geta. 
Wee ll guardthe life of young Brit.umicis. 
Natciſſ. 


And I'll be vigilant for C.v/ar *s ſafety. 
When all her ends are wrought, his death 15 next. 
Enter BRITANNICUS. 
Geta. 
Here comesthe youthfull hope of Rome and us, 
Brit anic#s. 

Tell mee, my fiexds, am not I Ceſar *s fonne ? 
: Criſpins. 

My Lord, who dares to queſtion it ? 

Britannica. 
I'm fure, 


I was his eldeſt ſonne, and whileſt I livid 
I thought that Ceſar had not lack'd an heire 
But I at laſt have foundan elder brother, 
Domitiss 15 adogted Ceſar's fonne 
His name ts Nero now. I cannot tell 
What 15 my fault. 
Geta, 
Excellent youth, how much 
Beyond his yeeres hee apprehends his wrongs ? 
Criſptnns. 
Feare not {ect Prince, though Agrippin.zs fonne 
Bee two yecreelderthen your ſelte, the Senate 
Will never judge that an adopted Sonne 
Shall in ſuc flion bee preferr'd before 
Thetruc and naturall heire. 
; Byit aniuicits. 
You ever loy'd rrce, 
Pray doe fo ſtill. 
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AGRIPPINA. 


Geta 
While wee have breath, my Lord, 
rou ſhall command our lives. 
Criſpinus 
How unawares 
[Tas feeble Ceſar wrought a ſnare to catch , 
His own unhappy lite in !-grow (weet prince, 
Grow upto os.” 13 the Imperiallhouſe, 
And Curbe the furtous malice ofthy foes. 
Emer NERo, PALLAS. 
Nerg. 


Brother Brit anmicus haile. 
B7jit.4NH1CHH» 


Haileto you 
Doinitaus Anobarbus, 
Nero 

Doe you ſcorne 
My fſalutation, or not know my name ? 

Brit annicus. | 

hat was your fathers m_— and why not yours 
h erg. 
How *'s that ? Proud boy. Exaunt Brit. & voliquz. 
Pall s. | 77-j 

Well, let them goe, wy Lord. - 
'T was not the braine of young Brit anneus 
That could gve birth torhis rpunurious ſcore, 
Thouyh tor his yeercs, the boy be capable. 
But riper heads then his : there went his counſel! 
Criſpinus Rufus, and that Luczis Geta, © 
Who ſwell tie youth with boaſting hopes , andthinke 
Their power can give proteftion to his pride. 
I'le make them ſeetheir errour, and perceive, 
One breath of mine can blow them from their ſtrengths. 
This newes I 'l1 beare to Agrippina ſtraight. 
Come Prince ; Brit.zmicys ſhall find anon 


| What feeble props his pride has Ican *d upon. Exeunt. 
| AGRIPD. 
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| fi 
AGRIPPINA, SENECA, VITELL1us, ff _ 
PoLL1o. | 0 thc 
| Agrippina. 
Youare my Judges. 
| Senec.t. 
Your poore ſervants, Madam. 
Agrippina. 


Nay that muſt be your office ; you have read 

My Commentaries over, and I lookefor 

A faithfull cenſure : Iam ſure, my Lords, 

You have both learning ableto diſ-erne, 

And ſuch integritie a8 will not flatter. 

Spcake Senrea ; I ſeethey looke onyon : 

How doeyoulikethem 2? | That 
Seneca. Royal] Azgrippina, 


Such, and ſo good they bee , thatablcſt men. ' a 
May boldly {peake,and not offend the truth, Nth 
Nor youatall; the ſtile isfull and Princely. 
Vitellins. Thus 
Stately and abſolute, beyond what cre | To ſi 
Theſe eyes have ſeenc;.. and Rome, whoſe majeſtic = 
Istheredeſcrib'd, in after times ſhall owe 
For her mcmoriall to your learned pen, Is ſh 
More then to all thofe fading monuments o ; 
Built withthe riches of rhe poiled world. Tho 


When ruſt ſhall eate her brafſe , when times ſtrong hand Tha 
Shall bruiſe to duſt her marble Palaces, 


Triumphall Arches, Pillars, Qbeliskes, as 
When 71/5 Tewple, Claudius AquzduGts, AS1 
Aerippa's Baths, and Pompey's Theater, Wh 
Nay Ro it ſelfe ſhall not be found art all, To 
Hiſtorians books ({k all live; thoſe ſtrong, record, Vet 
Thoſe deathlefie monumentsalone ſhall ſhew 
What, and how great the Roman Empire ws. Nh 
Poll:s. | Car 


Theaftis Noble; worthe preſent world 


. Alone. 
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Alone ſhall owe to Agrippinas worth 

As for her gratious | +7 it does } 
Bur future ages ſhall acknowledge more 
o the rich labows of her Royall pen. 

| Agrippina. 

e wiſelt Princes never ſoughtto raiſe 
heir preſent ſtate alone, butro preſerve 
hemfelves immortall by an endleſle fame. 
For memory of mee, beſides theſe bookes, 
fthat our Augures faile not in their skill, 
"r flatter not, that German Colony, 

hich I of late deduQted o're the Rhine 

o #b;um, for evermorethe name' 
Of 42rippmaes Colony ſhall beare, | 

Vitellzus. 

That a&t, though great, declares your power alone, 
Your wealth and greatneſſe : but theſe learned bookes 
Expreſſe your wiſedome, and for theſe you owe 
Nothing at allto Fortune. | + 


| Agrippina. 
Thus I meane 
To ſpend all time which from affarres of ſtate, 
And buſinele of our Empire can be ſpar'd. 
Seneca. 
Is ſhe already turn'd our Emperour ? 
. - Agvippina. 
nd Thoſe wretches have too narrow foules, whothinke 
That perſons great and eminent in ſtate | 
Can ſpare no timeto purchaſe fame by writing, 
But what they ſteale from action and 1mployment, 
As ifno mind were largeenough for both. 
Who was more full of a&tion, and more fit 
To rule, nay rulethe world, then 74:15 Ceſar ® 
Yet he was of my mind. 


Nh ſtrange male ſpirit ! 
Can there be found no other pic 


Us, 


Seneca. 
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| But Fulins Ceſar toa womans minde ? 
; Aerippina. Fre 
{ Yet 7715 was too blame, hee toild too much Or 
'Toget his honour, and roo muchdebarr'd Of 
His nature the tree uſe of Princely pleaſures, It 
SUre Luczus Sylla had an ample minde; | 3, 
Tis Syllaes CharaRter, thit Saluſt gives him, - Th 
A free and great enjoyer ofhis pleaſures, 
Yet how induſtrious his aRions fpeake, Arg 
Hee found-fit time to rulethe Romare world, Wa 
And write both-Greeke and Latine Commentaries. Or 
| '- Seneca. 
The foules of Sy/{a and'of Ceſar both | LY 
I thinke have enter 'd her. | 
 Agrippina. | Vet 
Well worthy friends, 1: Car 
| You doe approve my way of writing then. | Thi 
| Seneca. 
Yes gracious Madam ; and bec auſe you nam qd He 
Great 7ul;75 to us, I wasthinking now = No 
"That as in blood, fo in your ſtiles of writing Foal 
There was ſome necrenefle.. No 
Agrippima. Ma 
Seneca, I thanke you; | - : Of: 
But I confeſſe your poſitive approbation 
Pleas *d mec as well as that compartlon. 5 
SENeca. = 
Does not your Majeſtic eſteeme his booke ? Fad 
Azgrippma. Fors 
Indifferent well ; a good looſe carelefle way. Her. 
Ithinke direaly with 4ſcrius Poltio, |  IThe 


: HadCeeſarliv id, hee would have mendedit ; 
The man had farre more in him then that ſhewes, 
Seneca. the 
Yer under favour, Madam, fome have though 


t 
Thoſe Commenraryes hardly could be mended , POE: 
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AGRIPPINA. 


A ſtile ſo ſt naked, and beautifull, 
Free from words, and from all gloſſe 
Or drefle of Oratory, as in ſtead 
Ot leading others in a way to write, 
Ir quite diſcourages the ableſt men. 
So Hirtins thought, andthat fam *d C;cero, 
The greateſt maſter ef Romes eloquence. 
Agrippina. 
Arethoſe your authors then ? that Hzrtirs 
Was Czſars ſervant partiall in his heart, 
Or elſe hee flatter'd him ; for Cicero, 
They were fo farre out of his tedious ſtraine, 
Hee could not cenſurethem. 
Seneca. 
Yetable men 
Cantruly cenſure of another ſtile 
Then what themſelves have uſd. 
Agrippina. 
Hee was notable, | 
No, not in Oratory ; had Irul'd 
Rome and her Senate then, as now I doe, 
Not allth* Orations thate're Cicero 
Made in the Senate, ſhould haveſay*d one haire 
Ofan offendour, or condermn'd a Mouſe. 
Vitellizs. 
How confident {1.ce is in cenfuring : 
Seneca. 
I am amaz'd : butlet her have her way. 
Forgive my {ilencenoble Czcero;, 
Here thy defence is vaine; but what I ſpare, 
The tongues of all poſterity ſhall ſpeake. 
Enter PALLAS, Tribune. 
Pallas. ; 
Ihe Tribune, Madarn, is return 'dand brings 
Lollia Paulinaes head. 
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7 \GRIPPINA. 
i Agrippinas 


Let him come 1n. 

| Tribuns. X | h 

| Your pleaſurc, great Auguſta, is perform'd. | 
| Aegrippma. 

| Tet meperule this face : ha ! tis much chang'd. ; 

# Her tceth ſhall make me ſure, they did notgrow Dio. | - 

jj j The common way ; I am confirm'd; *tis ſhee. 


| Reward him Pallas. * 
? Tribune. l 
© The Godspreſerve | ? 
Auguſta Agrippina. ; 
b' Agrippma. | 
# O pale death, 
þ Thoumock of beauty, and of greatneſle too : L 
» Was this the face, that oncein Ceſur*s love 
Was Agrippinaes rivall, and durſt hope v 
As much*gainſt mee, as my unqueſtion'd power V 
& Has wrought on her ? Was this that beautie, once * 
{| That worcthe riches of the worldabout it ? 
For whoſeattire, all lands, all ſeas were ſearch'd, 
Allcreatures rob'd ? This! This was that Pawlzna, » 
Whom Cajus Cefarierv'd, whom Rome ador'd T 
Andthe world feared. / R 
/ _) 71 
Such a ſight mee *thinks T | 
{- Should make her fadly thinke ofhumane frailty. 
Agrippina. T] 
Takehencethe head, leaſt in herdeath ſheegaine T1 
A greater conqueſt o're mee, then her life M 
Could ever doe, to makeme ſhed a teare. 
I would not wrong thejuſtice I have done Te 
So muchasto lament it now: You know T4 
My friends, {hcc had a ſpirit dangerons. M 
And though my naturecould have pardon'd her, PT 


Reaſon ot ſtate forbade it, which then told mee i 
| reat 


2110. 
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AGRIPPINA. 


Great ruines have been wrought by fooliſh pity. 
Seneca. 
Would ſhee had fuch a nature ! but tis now 
T20 lateco give hercounſell. 
Pallas. 
So letall 
Thar dareconteſt with Agrippiza, fall. Enter ſervant. 
Servant. | 
Ceſar is come to vilite you. 
Aerippiad. 
Now friends, 
Vitellins, Pollio, Pall.as ſecond mee. 
EnerCASAR, ANTISTIUS. 
Ceſar. 
How fares my Aegrippina ? 
Azrippina. 
Wondrous well, 
When I am bleſt with C.eſars company, 


Ceſar. 
That ſhall be oft, my Dn Romes affaires, 
And publike buſineſle will give meleave. 
Agqrippima- 
I would partake my ſelfe of thole affaires, 
Rather then want your preſence. 
Pallzs. 
I beleeve it. * 
Ceſar. 
Thou ſhalt;  *tis onely for thy deareſt fake 
I love my fortunes, thy ſweet fellowſhip 
Makes light the burthen of my government. 
Agrippma. 
Toeaſe great C.eſars care, ſhall ever bee 
The height of my defires; before youcame 
My heart was fad. I ent for theſe my friends 


T” impartthereaſontothem, 
B 3 Ceſar. 


4 AGRIPPINA, 
| Ceſar. 
Sad; for what ? | 
Agrippina. 
Weighing the troubles of a Princely ſtate, 
Andallthe dangers that ſtill threaten ut. 
| Ceſar. . 
Dangets: , 
8 Pall zs. 


'; Shee ſtrikes upon the fitteſt ſtring ; 
þ: No paſſion reignes in him ſo much as feare, 
-- A Aegrippina. 
Wee weredeviſing of the fitteſt meanes 
+ Togiveyour ſtate ſecurity : you know 
+ Yourſtrongeſt guard isthe Pratorian campe. 
F | Ceſar. 
b/ Molt true. | / 
3 Agrippina. 
That campe commanded now by two, 
May be by Capraines too ambitious ſtrife 
| Divided into factions, and ſo made 
Lefle ſerviceable, ſhould your lafery need them. 
| Vitellins. 

Ceſar remembers when that bold attempt 
Of $;1:u5 was, how the Pratorian campe 
Was by their generall ſtrife m mutiny , 
And had not one been choſen for that da 
To rule them all, Ceſar had not been ſafe. 

| Pollio. 
Wiſe men in calmes provide for Rormes to come. 
- None knowes how Jy 61-5 the times may prove, 
| Thoughnowthe ſtate be ſafe, and may the Gods 
| ToCeſar's honor long preſerve it ſo. | 
[2 Seneca. 
' Whatnewdeſigne is this, that all of them aſide. 
: Secondiotcadily, and I was not 
 Acquanted withit? If't prove miſchievous, 
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AGRIPPINA. 


[ thanke the Emprefle tor my ignorance. 
Agrippma. 
Burrhus A franins 1s a worthy man, 
Fit for the place, and faithfull, well-belov 'd 
By all the fouldters : fuch a change, my Lord, 
one can except againſt : Let hum take all. 
SLRecd. 
Whatere herends may bee, this propoſition 
For noble Burrh: lake, I muſt approve. 
| | Ceſar. 
'Tis true, my love, I makeno queſtion 
Of Burrhus worth, and fitneſle for the place : 
But what offence have Geta and Cr:ſpinrs 
Been @'re accus'd of? Or what juſt ſuſpitions 
Are there of them ? 
Agrippina. 
[ will not be unjuſt, TY 
To accuſeguiltlefle men, akhough I price 
Thy ſafety, Ceſar, equall to my ite. 


I know no crimes of notethey. have comn= \'+4.. 


Vitellitts. 
Ceſar, 1t is no loſletothem at all ; | 
They both haveplentious fortunes to retireto, | 
Polliv. 
And in ſo neere acauſe, who dares examine 
Great Ceſar 's counſclls, or enquire the reaſon ? 
Azrippina 


| pP 
Shall Buzrþ14s have it ceſa ? peakethy pleaſure. 


Or if my care offend, I ſhall hereafter 
Forbeareto meddle. | 
Cel[ar. 
No, ſweet Agrippina; 
| Since thouwilthaveit ſo; goe Pall.zs, draw 
* | Thewarrantſtraight, and ſcale it jn our name: 
Let Geta and Criſpinus be remoov 'd, 
-« | AndBurrhutake poſicſſion preſently. 
| > —s 
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AGRIPPINA. 


This day, my love, the Britaze priſoners i: 
Sent from Oftorius Scapula, and late tha 
Arriw'dat Rome, thall be in publike ſhew'd. 
There thou ſhalt ſee that brave Bxrbarian Prince, 
That bold Carafacrs, whole ſtubborne ſpirit 

So many yeares contemn'dthe Roman power. 
Hee now 15 taken. 


Pollio. 
"Twas a victory 
Sent from the Gods to honor Claudi,s reigne. 
| \ Agrippmna, 


Had he been baſely taken, orat firſt 

Yeeclded himſelfe, as hee had got no honour, 

But been forggetten in his fall, and nought 

Had e're been mention'd ofhim bur has death : 

Sohadthy glory C.eſar been farre leſle. 
_Vitellins. 

Not warre-bke Syphax the Numidian Kang, 

Stubborne 7g#rtha, nor great Perſeus 

Ere brought to Rome by their (pſy | 

More reall honour then this Britane Prince. 


Ceſar. een 
Nor doe wee price our name Britt annicus ME 
Fetch'd from that Iland, lefſe then Scipio 5b 
His honour'd name of 4ficanus priz'd. Rn 
Pollio. | AP. 
Thy ſtile, O Cz/ar, 15 the greater farre | ' DY 
Drawne from the conqueſt of another world, hon 4 
Which nature ment by enterpoſing cold , 
And ſtormy ſeas, to guard from LatianarmGs. al 
PV itellins. __ 
Great 7ulizs Cyſar didbut only ſhew : 
Thar land to us, whoſe conqueſt was reſerv'd dT 
By heavens decree to honour Claudius name. \nd $4 
Aerippina. 


Ceſar, let's fittogether ; one Tribunall 


% 


' Q 


ill hold us both. 


; ſhall bee fo, my love, 
hou, as my {clte, ſhalt pardon or condemne. 


7 


Ceſar. 
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PoPPAXA, OTHo, 


Poppea. 
Y love, deare Otho, faine would bid thee {tay; 
But danger now forbids 1t, for my Lord 
crurnes by this time homevards from rhe Pallace. 
Otho. PE 
'ce muſt obey the times neceſſity 
weereſt Poppea, though I part from thee . 
Vith ſuch a ſad'neſſeas will loofe by all 
,ompariſons. and cannot bee expreſt 
ut by it ſelfe, to ſay that Orbo parts 
rom faire Poppea, 18 more tragicall 
hen ſoule from body, honour from a man, 
Popped. , ; 
could, mee thinkes, flatter my fearcs,ro Keepe © | 
ce ever here. . | 


Otho. 


ind I can ſcorne all feares, 
nd dangers too, 1f thou command mee ſtay. 


ill | B 5 Poppe.t- 
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GRIPPINA. 


Popp.ea. 
No, goe, my Love, and wanlly let's meete 
That wee may often meete : but why ſhould ſtill 


Our higheft bliſſe want freedome ? 
Otho. 


Tis, my faireone, | 
Theenvy ofthe Gods, who thinke the ſtate 
Of men wonld xquall theirs, if greateſt joyes 
Wereeaſyeſt to obtaine, and cherfore ſtill 
In horrid dangers wrap their deareſt guifts, 
As all the Potts ancient fables taught. 
Fire-breathing Buls did guard the Colchian fleece; 
A waking dragon kepr the golden fruir. 
Bur thou, Poppea,m my Don a Prize 
Ofgreater value, and more luſtre farre 
Then that which drew the bold 'Theſſalian forth 
So farre from Greece, or wade Alcmenacs fonne 
Invade th* Heſperides, art kept from mee 
By ſtronger guards, the awfull Roman lawes, 
Thoſe lawes rcliſt our love. 

Poppea. 
Nh where was Orho 
Then, when my virgin bloſſome was the hope 
Ofthouſand noble youths ? hadft thou beene ſeene 
Poppexes bed and beauryes had beene thine, 
Andwitha lawfull uncontrolled flame 
Had metthy wiſh in thoſedelights, which now 


Weeare inforc'd to ſteale. 
Otho.. 


Muſt it bee {o. 
For ever then ?: 
Poppen: 
Ir muſt while Ryfs lives. 
. Otho. 
Nor cau I blame bleſt Rufus,if hee ſtrive 


To keepe tat wealth, which if it Jay beyond 
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ſhe Indian Ganges, Scythian Tuxazs, 
Ir horned Ammons (corch'd and thirſty fands, 
ould draw the Roman Monarch to forſake 
is worlds Imperiall feat theretoenjoy, 
\ndthink thoſe baniſh'd thatremain'd at Rome. . 
f] were Ceſar, and condemn'd by fate 
o want Poppeaes love, I ſhould bee poore. 
o other deare ag 1 ve could that 
Yigh wreath beſtow, bur only power. to make 
hee mine without a rivall : I might chen- 
ith botdneſſetake theetrom Cr;/þjnus armes: . 
Poppea. 
But could rhat a& bee lawfull ? 
Otho. 
anſt thou doubt it ? 
here two loves mectecan marriage bee unlawfyll ? - 
Vf which love is the ſoule, the very forme | 
hatgives1t being no dead outward ty, 
But natures ſtrong and inward ſympathy. 
an make a marriage, which the Godsalone 
Have power to breede 1n us, and therfore they 
Have only power to ty fo {weete a knot. 
am thy mate ; nor did thy father, when 
Hee gave that ſnowy hand unto another, 
Jughr buc rebel] againſt the Gods decree. 
Poppea-- 
hou art to good an adyocate, andT . 


00 partuall for ajudge. 


dee conſtant to _ $ odpe 

ill fortune give a bolder priviiedpe. 

\nd woes hs our love, xr; which I have 

Receiv'd ſuchfaire prefages, as I cannot j 

Deſpaire; meanewhile by ſtealth I muſt behold 
bofe ſtarry eyes,and think my ſelie moſt happy 

m lu that, though no man know my happineſlc. 


Otho. 


Poppea, . 
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Ithanke his goodnefle, | 


Poppea. 


Can men count thoſe delights a happineſſe - 


Which they conceale ? 
my | Otho. 


Yes,thoſe that truly love. 
Fulo}d. 

Madam, my Lord 8s come. 
Poppet. 


Enter Fuluis, 


Farewell deare Orbo. 
Othe. 


Farewell; love guard thee till wee meere agane, px}; 


Enter CRISPINUS, GETA, 
| Criſpimnus. 
Come Lucius ſtudy to forger it now, 
Andlet's bee truly merry; my Poppe 
Bid* Lycins Geta welcome, my colleague 
That was, bur {till my frend. 
P opp.eas 
Youare moſt welcome. 
| Geta. 
Thankes faireſt Lady. 
Popper. 
But mv Lord, what meanes 
Thar ſpeech of yours, that Luczus Geta once 
Was your colleague and isnot. 


| Criſpinns. 
Fl tell thee, : 
Great Azrippina has commanded Ceſar . 
Tocommand Pall,s ro command us two, 
To quit our charge'and fuddainly reſigne 


: Thegovernementr ofthe Prztorian campe 


To Burrhus hand; art which hee ſtormes; bur L 
Am merryer farre, and lighter then before* + 
Wee may live freely now; C.eſar has tane 

A weighty burthen from my weary necke 


Get 


Uld, 


Ext, 


'F4 


Thanke his ſotriſhneſſe, 

Tis that has pleafured you. ah frend it needes 
Muſt grieve all noble hearts, that can loye juſtice, 
And pity ſuffring innocence, to ſee 

The harmeleſle yeares of young Britanmics 
Expoſ'd toall the malice of his toes, 

And ſtupid Ceſar madethe inſtrument 

To ruine his owne ſonne : whileſt his great power 
By others is abul'd againſt lumſclfe 


And his poſterity. 
Criſþinus. 
[ do beleive 1t. 
Geta. 


His ſervants all, that to himſelfe were true, 
Or faithfull ro his ſonne, are murcher'd now. 
Or elle diſplac*d by her: our truth's the cauſe 
That wee have loſt our places. 

Cr3ſÞ1nms. 
Tisno matter; 
Wee looſe no honour by our truth; and ſince 
W hilewee had power, wee — diſcharg'd 
Our truſt to Ceſar, let's no longer ſtirve 
To guard him 'gainſt his will; but ake his gift. 
Hee gives us eaſe, and freedome, torenre, 
And taſt the fiveeres of privaty, and there = 
Enjay our bves free trom theglorious noiſe, 
And troubles of a Court; inſtead of waiting 
On Ceſar now, on thee I will beſtow 
Thar time, my faire Poppea, and atrend 
On thy delights; thou wile not caſt mee off 
AS C ſar docs. 

Fulvig: 

Shee cannor promiſe you | 
I kuow her heart berrer then you in that, 


Criſpinus 


26, 
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c r:{pinus. 
None can deſcribe the ſweetcs of countrey life 
$ Bucthoſe bleſt men that do enjoy , andtaſt them. 


© Plaine husband men, though farre below our pitch 
| Offortune plac,d, enjoy a wealth above us. 
To whome thecarth with true and bountious juſtice 
Free fhom warres caresreturnesan eaſy food. 
: breath the freth and dove, 
And bycleare brookes enjoy untroubled {leepes. 
Their ſtate is fearleſſe, and ſecure, enrich'd 
With ſeverall bleſſings, ſuch asgreateſt Kings 
Might in true juſticeenyvy, and themſelves 
Would count too happy, if they truly knew them. 
| Geta. 
Tis true, Cr;/þ;m25, greateft Monarchs oft 
Have inthe midſt ofalltheyr caretull gloryes 
Deſir'd fuch lives as thoſeplaine people lead. 
f Criſpinus. 
Let us enjoy that huppineſle then Luczus 
The countrey ſports and recreations 
And friends as innocent as wee,with whom. 
Wee need not fearethe ſtr of richeſt wine 
In drawing out our ſecrets : bur well fill'd 
At ſuppertime may hold afree diſcourſe 
Of Cz/ar*s weakeneſle, ofthe wealth and pride 
Ofhus freed'men, how lordly Pall .as rules ; 
How ferrceandcruell 4 rippma is, 
W hat ſlaves rhe Roman Senate are become, 
Aud yetnext morne awake with confidence. 
Poppea. 
All this, my Lord, you may diſcourſe at Rome. 
If youcan wiſely chooſe your company. 
Crifpinus. 
Wellſaid Popper, thou art a womanright- 
LThouloy'ſt the city well 


. , J 


Get 4- 


I 
»; 
B 
C 
A 
A 
A 


NA. 


Geta. 
1 cannot blame her, 
>uch beauty ſeekes no corners, bur may well 
Become th* Imperaall city of the world. 
Criſpins. 
Come Lucius Geta, let's goe in and laugh 
At our proud enemyes, enjoy theire malice, 
And drowne our cares in rich Falernian Wine 
Asancient as Opimirs Conlulſhip. 
Enter tothem NARCISS Us. 
| Geta. 
Here comes a man, Cr3ſþinus, I beleive 
Is ſory for this change. 
Criſpinns.. 
I thinke fo Luczrs. 
Narciſſus. 
Haile noble Romans.. 
Criſpinus. 
Haile to you Narciſſs. 
How dare you venture a falute on us, 
Or makea viſzte to ſuch guilty men ? 
Narciſſus. 
Guilty my Lord, in what ? 
Criſpinus. 
In beeing wrong d. 
Thoſe thatare wrong'd in Court, are made offendours, 
Narciſſus. 
I muſt confeſſe, my Lord, it was a wrong 
To you and your Colleague to bee difplac'd, 
But you have ſpiritsgreatenough to ſcorne 
That injury, and pry him that did tt, 
I meane that ſuffer'd his proud foes ro dooit 
Rather againſt himſelfethen you; the wrong 
Muſt Ell n Ceſar, and his hapleſſe houſe. 
Blinded by fate, and neere his fall, heethrowes 


Ayay the beſt ſupporters of his ſtate. | 
Getra. 


\ 9 


Geta. | 
The thought of thatas I am crue, Narciſſus, 


$ Affiiats mce morethen mine ownelofle can doe. = 
'F Criſpimis. You 
| For mee, I thinke my felfewell free'd from trouble nd 
F Were'tnot for feare of poore Britannicus. Will 
'1'J Natrciſſas. 
T/LSH: 1 dco beleeveit,noble Lords; ut you Not 
\U8E Arcnow diſchar'gd, and may retire with ſafety. [ can 
5 My part is yetto play,apart of danger, To 
Z AndIwillacirtbravely: here I vow | het 
© Byall the Gods, no feare ſhall make mee ſhrinke My j 
EF} Til I haveonce more righted Claudins Br C 
Wl; Againſt the luſts and treaſons ofa wife. My | 
"Wi! ' Nordo I boaſt of Meſſa/;naes death. May 
[L385 It was the times neceſ{ity, that made For c 
7 Mecthento ſhew my power: that power perchance That 
Is yet as much; nor ſhall the Lordly Pa/las, FOIne 
5 Though ſvell'd with Agrippimaes luſtfull favours, Of wt 
 Andback'dby herauthorny, heethinke | TNooy 
| Himlfelfe foleruler in th? Imperiall houſe, Farew 
Finde that Narciſſs 1s fo fall'n in ſpirit 
But that I dare attemptas much as then. Farey 
{ Great Ceſ.r”s fatery is as much in danger 
t Asthenit was, his nuptiall bed as ſtain'd, 
{+ And1I will dy, or take the ſame revenge, | Go ric 
> Thatthen was taken; all their plots and treaſons That 
þ WillI revealeto Ceſar, andpurſue it | Nay 
}} Withfuch adauntlefſeconſtancy, that if So fv 
{ The Gods forget notto beejuſt, this day Shoul 
' Proud Agrippina, and her minion fall. Calle 
4} Theyoung Britanmicus ſhall ſtand ſecure As are 
{* InhiShigh birthright; 4 eſſalinaes ghoſt Were 
{ Shallthen perchance, although ſhee hate mecnow, There 
te Forgive.che hand that cauſ'd her overthrow, What 
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AGRIPPINA. 
: _ Gera. 

Bravely refolu'd; Narciſſus. 

Criſbinus. 


—_— Oo 


You ſhall doe 
An a@ thatal] good men ſhall thank you for. 
W11ll you goe nn, and taſt my wine, 
Narciſſus. 
Not now. - 
[ came butonly to reveale m 
To d for ron Boat w1ſhes ay Batiend it, 
And when accafion ſerves, may truly witneſſe 
My juſt intents; this hower I am expeted 
By Ceſar 1m his gardens; there T'Il put 
My life upon the hazard; every minute 
May breede a change, and all delayes have danger. 
For Czſar upon thoſe diſcoveryes 
That T already have madeto him, utter'd 
50me words laſt night at ſupper in his wine, 
Of which I feare that Ag rippinatooke : 
Too great a notice; therfore ſpeede muſt helpe us. © + 


Farewell my Lords. 
Ambo. 


Farewell: the Gods afliſt thee. E xeunt. 
OTH O. 
| Otho. 
So rich a bondage 1s Poppeas love, 
That I were baſe if T ſhould wiſh for freedome, 
Nay more, ingrate, ſhould I deſire to change 
So ſweete a care for quietneſle it felfe; 
Should I ſuppoſe that ſtate, which ſome dull foules 
Call calme content, were halfe fo rich, ſo free 


As are theſe vinings, this captivity. 

Were there in __ no tar pin hs, no feares, 

There were in love no happinefieat all. 

What blifſe, what wealth Fg eretheworld beſtow 

On man, but cares and feares atrended it ? ve 
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Had Inereſeene thole ſtarry eyes of hers 


AGRIPPINA. 


Yet who fo baſe, as, to bee freed from thole, Kere ul 
Wouldthrow away the higheſt bliſſe on earth ? lliC1tc 
Letſilly ſhipheards, whoſe poore narrow ſoules or th 
Not much exceede the beaſts they tend and feede, ©.2h 
That know, like them, no farther regzons Irhe 
Then ſome few feilds, no larger bounds of pleaſure F"Y< 
Then ſarisfaftion of bare natures needes, ver 
Bee ſtil] ſecure ſincethey havenoughtto looſe, oung 
And reſt content becauſe they never knew = 


W hat cityes were, and gorgeous Pallaces. 
Should Monarchs, who are taught to know th* extent her 
Ofnatures wealth, and what the world affords, _ 
Forgoetheir glorious fornnes, cauſe they want 

Thar wretched thing, which only ignorance, 

And low contempt can give, Security ? 

Should I forgoe my faire Poppeacs love 

Becauſe ſome cares, ſome fearcs, and ſighs attendit: 
Whenevery ſmile of hers can recompence 

A thouſandfuch ? weretoo much pooreneſſe in mee 


More hapleſſe farre my ignorance had beene. 

I herd, like wretched men, that are borne blinde, 
Nere knowne there was a Sunne to guild the world, 
But to injoy her love without all feares, 

Withaut all rivalls, were a blifſe beyond 
Mortality : the Gods wouldenvy mee. 

Shee's now another mans : that may beethought 
The greateſt barre to Othy's happineſle. 

But I have framed in my jealous thoughts 


A greater barrethenthat : Nero Ceſar, 

lnviok acquaintance I of he have found 

SO Neerea roome, as faire preſapestell us, Wi 
Is like to weareth* Imperiall wreath': his power hors 
May take her for mee from Criſþ;nus armes. 


Butthen perchance I looſe her more then cver. 
Or ſhould hee {ce hernow to rivall mee | 


| Sw... HL. 
GRIPPINA, 


xere undone: hee's amorous, and oft 
llicites mee to let him ſee my Miſtres. 
or that frendſhip, which I dare not looſe, 
e not deny his impormnity. 
]therfore to pyevent what may enſue 
» Forycthee never heard Popp.eas name) 
ave made love to the faire freed woman 
oung Ae of meane ranke, but ſuch a face, 
whoſoever had not ſcene Poppea 
ould thinke this 4Fe natures Maſterpeice. 
nt J{Þ her will T divert young Nero's love. 
to thatpurpole i have got her picture. 
there hee comes. Enter Nero. 
Nero. 
hat Orbo, ſtill retir'd ? 
here lives the facethat breedes this melancholy ? 
ere 15 no other cauſe can doe't : I know 
ou art not buſy'd with affaires of ſtate. 
prichee let mee ſee her: a friends counſell 


lay ea ſe thy paſſion. 


Otho. 
5not fit a Prince 
ould ſtoope fo low as to the paſſions 
Eprivatemen. 
| Nor7o. 
ename of friend admits 
no fuch diſtance. 
Oths. 
.no man, whom you 


: pleaſ'd to calla friend, deſerves that name, 
nlefſe hee know himſelfe to bee your ſervant. 
Nero. 
omepritheeleave thy fooling, and bee plaine. 
here there is no familiarity 
xiery is loſt: why art thou fearfull 
oler mee {ee her whoſoere ſhee bee? 


Ortho. 
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\GRIPPINA. 
 Otho. 
S,. I could give you a plaine common reaſon, 
If thee bee foule, ſhee 1s not worth your ſight. 
It faire, you are too great a rivall for mee. 
Butyet, know Sr. I am ſofree from thoſe 
Linworthy feares, that I dare truſt my Lfe, 


My love, andall I have into your hands. 
Nero. 


Spoke like a friend, and thou mailt ſafely doo't. 


Then firſt behold her piQture, and by that 
Find whether ſhee bee worth the ſight or no. 
| Nero. 

Can any morrtall beauty bee ſo ſweete ? 

Otho. 
I would there were not. 

Nero. 
Sure the painter flatters, 

Otho. 

Oh no, hee had not art enough to reach 


. Theglory oft; were the ſubſtance here 


How dull wouldthis now lovely table ſhow + 


See how his gr eyes devourethe PR 
Hee's caught, hee's caught; Cupid! I thanke thee uo 
| Nero. 


I neverſawtrue beauty till this houre. 


But wherfore didſt thou wiſh there were no fubſtance 
So ſwweere as this ? why would'ſtthou bee depriV d 


Of tucha happineſle ? but I percave 
It is thy feare: come, let itnot bee ſo. 
I bur deſire to fee whether the painter 


Haveerr'dorno : anddonotthinke, my Otho, 


That I will wrong thy love ſo much, or make 
My wite Ofavja jealous. 

Otho. 
S,. how ere, 


My life,my loveand fortunes all are yours. 
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AGRIEFPINA, 


CLAuDIUS, NARcisgSus. 
| Narciſſus. 
ur Majeſty may yet prevent it all, 
d juſtly throw upon the Traitors heads 
at ruine which fo boldly threatens you, 
dyour too much SE Caray: 
x Ceſar may bee ſafe, ifhee vill uſe 
at power the Gods have put into his hands. 
Ceſar. 
hat courſe, Narciſſis, can wee run, to make 
je people ſenſ1ble of our eſtare, 
har danger threatens us, and how our Juſtice 
orc'd to meetethe treaſons of a wife ? 
Narciſſus. 
not tO Vaine a Care of popular breath, 
whar the V ulgar may furmiſe, outweigh 
ie fafery of you perſon* and youre houſe. 
:I am moſt affir'dtharallthe world 
cept youre ſelte, have long obſervdtheire plots, 
id if they ſee your waken'd Juſtice now 
ic to cenſure Agrippinaes death, 
iey will not thinke the execution done 
ow.fpo loone on her: theſe humble knees, Oh Ceſar. 
hich for your ſafety I ſo oft have bow'd 
ore the Gods, now to your ſacred {elfe 
Sow, entreating thar you would bee fafe, 
dnot beleevethe Gods by miracle 
11] worke for you, whileſt you negle& your lelfe. 
Ceſar. 
riſe N.zrciſſcs, tis th* unhappy fate 
*f Princes ever (as Auguſtus Ceſcr 
as wontto ſay \the people ne're belceve | 
hat treaſons were complotred *gainſt theireperſons 
211] thoſecreaſons take effect, and then 
00 late perchance they pity and be:ceve. 
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AGRIPPINA. 


Narciſſus. | 
But was the wiſe 4#uſtzs thertore {low 
Or timorous to cut offenders off ? 
Fear'd hee the peoples whiſpers? Ceſar, no. 
Hee well knew to uſe the ſword hee had. 
Hee had not elſe liv'd till times gentle hand 
Difſolv'd in peacehs longfelicity, 
And made the world by ſuch continuance 
Of power, belceye hee was a God on earth. 

Ceſar. 

Burt ſome offendours are too great to ſuffer 
The common courſe of Juſtice: againſt fuch 
W iſe Princes have forborne to draw the ſword, 
And rather ſoughtſome wayes of policy 
How to enſnarethem. 


| Naraſſus. 
C.eſar, thoſe are way: 
As much unfi or Princes as unlite 
As many Monarchs have in dangerous times 
Beene ruin'd quite by going wayes roo low = 
(Though they have ſeemed ſubtle) as proud ſubjects 
Have beene undone by playing Princes parts. 
Andas this high, and open way befits 
The power and perſon of carths greateſt Monarch : 
50 it befies the tumesneceſſity. 
You have already, Ceſar, ſhew'd your ſword, 
And if you ſtrike not now, you do not right 
Your ſeclte atall, but only arme your foes 
With plots of miſcheife to prevent their owne, 
And haſten on your/quicke deftruQion. 
You have already threaten'd, and thoſe ſpeeches 
By Azgrippina, and her minion Pallas 
Were overheard; who, like ſcene ſnakes will now 
Beſtirre themſelves in a more deſperate fury. | 
I have already caſt mine owne poore life 
Into the utmoſt hazard : butal: | 
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\GRIPPTINA, 
at is a thing not now conſiderable. 
e Gods above cantell how willingly 
r Ceſar's ſafety T would facrifice 
his 11fe ; make mee the cheifeſt nſtrumenc 
poſe what part of this exploit you pleaſe 
pon Narczſſus hand, and 1f I faile 
oexecute, I'Il not refuſeto dy. 
Ceſar. 
h my Narc;ſſus; T have found thy faith 
1 other ſervices: it is reſolv'd, 
heir pride ſhall feele my juſtice; thou ſhalt ſee 
ſow ſoone I will ſecure my ſelf andthee. Exeunt. 
AGRIPPINA, PALLAS. 
Agrippmg. 
ceare diſcover'd Pallas : all our drifts 
re founded by Narciſſis, and by him 
y'd ope to Ceſar, who difſembling yet 
he knowledpe of it, ſcekes a ſuddaine way 
oruine both of us: nor had wee fear'd 
þo looneas felt his fury, had not wine 
tray'd histhoughts to us; you know laſt night 
hat ſpeeches C.e/ar in his drunkanneſſe 
& fall before us; and twas lately told mee 
hat meeting young Britanmicus hee wept, 
feſt that hee Gd nrongl him, andthere vow'd 
quicke redrefſe : what counſel] ſhalt weerake ? 
Pallas. 
ce have no time for counſell : but muſt act 
is ſoone as thinke : wee goe not now to worke 
Jut to prevent a miſckeife, and our cure | 
uſt bee as ſtrong, and quicke of operation 
\s our diſeaſe is dangerous and ſuddaine. 
hat bird, thar ſees the ſnare, and will bee caught 
Jeſerves his death : and ſiuce that Ceſar knowes 
s purpoſe is difcover'd (as Navciſſis | 
as beforethis inform'd him that wee heardit \ 


F 
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Hee'l quickly act whatclſe hee had deferr'd, 
No way 1s leftus butto meete the danger, 
And for prevention firſt attempt co doc 
That which wee feare to ſuffer. 
|  Agrippmas. 
By what means | «+» 
Shall wee procure his death ? for poiſon flow 
Perchance may faileto lenda timely helpe 
Lluto our ſafery; and too quicke a venome 
May gaake the tat ſapetted. 

Pall.15, 
Should the fat 
Bee nere {o much ſuſpected, your eſtare 
Would bee more ſafe then now it 1s; but wio 
Would dare to utter it when C.eſar's dead, agd 
And your owne Sonne the Emperour: for ſo 
My confidence aſſures mee 1t will bee. 
Thertfore bec ſpeedy, Madam; for your danger / 
Where fame,where life, and Empireall are threaten'd, 
Gaves you no nice eleftion, So *r bee done — 
No matter how. 


 Aerippina. 
Thou haſt canfirntd mee, Pall as. 
The way's refolv'd already; there were latcly 
The faireſt muſhromes ſent from Lybiua 
Thar ere theſe cyes beheld, a meat which hee 
Aﬀedcts with greedineſſe; in'one of thoſe 
Ceſar ſhall meete his death; if thar ſhould faile 
Has cheite Phyſitzan Xenuphon 1s Mane. 
Bur are things ſtogg, and ready to confirmc 
The Empire upon Nero. 


Tis the beſt | 
And happieſt time, before Brit annicius 
Beegrowne to riper yeares, while yet hee weares 
His childiſh robe, and Nero has beene ſhowne 


Pallas. 
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AGRIPPINA. x 
o all the p15 yrs, 3 WEedes.. By: 
Bu when the deed is done, place warily 


our guards about the Pallace gates, and k 
ritannicus within ; whileſt Ne backed ed 
By Senecaand Burrhus,by the campe 

d Senate bee ſaluted Emperonr, 
\ndallbeſctled fure. 
Aerippina. 
How fit a time 
o work his own deſtruftion Ceſar chole = 
o tempt with threatning Agrippmas fury « 
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PETRON1us, OTHoO, 


MONTANUS. 


Petr ons. 
s Nero fir'd? 
Oths. 
xtremly.I ac firſt 
\ $c<cm'd melancholy to looſe 4e lo, 
Tnd heefeem'd loathto wrong mee; but ar laſt 
hen his deſires were high, I cunningly | 
ithdrew my tereſt, andgave way to hs. 
TJ hich hee hastaken for me Cal favour 
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AGRIPPINA. 
 Thatever man could doc him and I hope 
It has endear'd him ſtrongly. 

| DION anus. 
Thou wilt grow - | 


A happy man. 


T'is the beſt way to riſe, 

The wench is faire, and of behaviour 

Wantoncnough to make the arrantſt novice 

A perfeQ {cholter in the ſchoole of Yer. 

Seneca himfelfe rather will give way 

That hce thould fatsfie his luſt on her 

Then ſecke th/adulteries of noble women. 
Montanus. 

Bur gentlemen, have you not heardthe newes ? 

There 1sa great combuſtien in the Palace 

" As Thave inform dtheeves,are fall'nout. 

The two proud freemen Pallas and Narciſſis 

Areclaſhing 'gamſt cach other. 


 Petronus. 


Petronits. 


Iam glad ont. 

I hope forme curious rogeries will come on't. 
Thoſe are the fellowesthat have rul'd the ſtate 
Theſe many yeercs , and trampledonthe lives 
Of noble men C.e/ar's credulous weakeneſle. 
Burt yet mee thinks Navciſſies ſhould nordare 
Now toconreſt with Pa[{as he has got 

Too great a ſtart of ur, and is too neere 


Acquainted with the empreſle. 
| Montants. 
So they ſay. 
Otho. 


Has a fine time on't who would think the _- 


Sould beceſo ambitiqusas to court an Empreiſe ? 
Petromns. 


"Twas cramb;tions tobee madethe wife 


% 
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Of Clandirs, that wy made her proſticute 
Her ſelfe ſo low, and court this fellows love, 
Whom {he perceiv'd to havea ruling power 
Over his doating maſter, to ambition 
Shee ſacrific'd her honour tis well known. 
__ Muntanus. 
And hee by dooing ofthe Empreſſe, takes 
The fureſt way of keeping Ceſars love 
Petronus. ; 
Yes, there's no doubt of that, You know theproverbe, 
Eniter to them ANIC E T US. 

Amcet us. 
Well mer my Lords; I come to finde you out, 

 Othgs. 
What's the newes Anicet us? 


Amcet ts. 
Great my Lord. 
Ceſar, s wondrous ſick; *tis thought todeath, 
The Pallas is by ſouldiers guarded round. 
A preat and frequent Senate is afſembling. 
The Confuls andthe Prieſts are making vowes 
For Ceſar” s lafety. 


Mont anus. 


Claudius 15s Old 
Petronms. 


There have been ather wayes to enda Prince 
Beſides old age. But what 1s thatto us? 
Come let'saway and ſhew our forwardneſic 
Tojoy or mourning as occaſion ſerves. 
I am prepar'd for both. 

Mont anns. 


| Otho. 
Both muſt be done, if Ceſer dye, our greife 
Muſt laſt bur till theſucceſſor bee known; 
And then wee muſt rejoyee. 


And ſoam I. 


Per FM'Y. 


. | a 


a ww. 


T Petronius. 
{ Tistruc. 
. Oths. 
4 ButT 1-5 F 
: Shall have true cauſe of joy if Nero reigne, Exeunt. | T 
; BRITANNICUS, OcTAVIA, 
q” XENOPHON. Z 
b Brit annicus Ts 
Py Shall Inot ſee my father cre heedy ? T 
| ; | Oftavia. | F 
& Good X2ophon. | 
iy Þ | Xenophor. 6 & 
# Good Madam pardon mee, G 
i Nothing is now ſo an enemy N 
# To hisdiſcaſe as noxfeand company. B 
& Hee's Jately falPn intoagentle {lumber. T 
14 ſleeps his feaver will not ler him take. 
Ts I'll certify your highneſle when hee wakes . P 
TEEF And wait upon you. A 
\Þ A OFaviade A 
' Thankesgood Xerophon. Exeunt. | 
AGRIPPINA. ' W 
.. ApripÞina. 
I long to heare what Cn, findcs . 
In the Pretoxiancampe, how Ceſar's death P, 
{ Isby the fouldiersandthe Senaretaken. H 
= Enter PALLAS. T, 
£3 Welcome my deareſt Pallzs What'sthe newes? 
Pall zs 


Madam, as good as,Zove himſelfe could ſend, 
No ſooner in the campe was C#ſar's death 
Divuled, but Burrhs enters to his charge, 
And Nero with him,who by all the cohorts 
Waspreſently faluted Emperour. 

Only ſome few were ſilent, anda while 
Stood ſtill expeting youn' Britannic: ; 
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But when they ſaw their expeCation 
Was alin vaine,and none but Nero came, 
Fearing at laſt to looſe rhe Donative 
| Which Burrbus promiſ'd them in Neros name, 
At. | They joyn'dthemſelves unto thegreater part. 
= Agrippms. 
Britamicus withinthe Pallace here 
Is fafe enough for comming forth ta Gay. 
The Senate have ſcarſe heard of C.eſczr*s death 
For wee concaal'd it rill all things were ready. 
Pallas. * 
Now in a Ptmcely chariot mounted high 
Guarded by B#rrhus andthe fouldiers 
Nery ſers forward = the Senate _ 4 
But havin thecampe, you need not fcare 
The Ay; Madam. ie 
Agrippma. * 
Pallas thou mow -_ 
A meſſenger of lucky newes to mee. 
A ſafe contriver of _ higheſt plots, 
it. | A happy inſtrument thou haſt deſery'd 
Whatere;thou haſt enjoy'd, though thou have taſted 
That which a Ceſar ſu'd to taſt, and bought =: ' 
The world m tecompence. 
Pallas. Ifever Pallas Eel 
Had any fire that could advance his thoughts 
To high and great exploits, hee kindledit 
Ar yourczleſtiall beauty, as from heaven: 
Promethers ſtolethat ative fire,by which 
Hee durſt himſelf adventuretocreate” 
The nobleſt creature man. Whata@ on earth,. 
What undertaking ſhould hetrembleat 
Whom Azrippinas favours animare ? 
And what had T been but a of carth 
Cold, dull, and uſcleſſe, had I notbeenquickn'd 


ef 


By your #theriall touch, Aevippina. 
4 Thehprineſſe FC 3 


Of | 
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Of this high day has made thee eloquent To 
_ ..Pallas AI 

The love of royall Agrippina can Fat 


_— the dulleſt Soule with life and languape. 
When the 14;an Q ueene waspleas'd to grace | 
A d& boy more then his humblethoughts Ne 


Could hopeor wiſh, the raviſh'd ronguc fo 1M: 
& That _ language which before bank. M7 Ot 
if Agrippina. Tc 
i AhPalaswhataglorious change is here! W 
F How1s the lownefle of our late deſpaire Al 
 Turn'dtothe height of joy and happineſle ? Bu 
F | | Pallas Th 
* Quickereſolution well purfu'd will cure In 
{+ The ſaddeſt ſtare. By 

{8 Aerippand. 
= Goethouand heare more Ky To 
I& Whulcſt I i{poſcofthings about the Palace FE xeunt. An 
ay A SENATE, PoLLto CoNnsSur, VITELLISsS, Of 
it SENECA, OTHo, PETRONUS, As 
7% | MoNTANuUs.  - | Gn 
| | Pollio. a 
7; Mayall the Gods accept our ſacrifice, Ita 
== Andbece propmounts the vowes, that We Hc 
1 þ Have vow'd for Ceſar”s lafety.. | : WI 
4 3 5 Vittllins. W 
0 Letthegreat X - I An 
WV! Divineand facred Nero Claudius Ag 
Wi The careofheaven, ſole ruler of checarth, To 
a And Romes high Father notforfake his world' To 
'7; Soſoonetencreaſe the number of the Gods, 1 We 
i Tit Bus ia us. SI 
lb Burrhus. Bee 
if Halle to the Conſul, andthis ſacred Senate. Ye 
it Great Claudius Ca/ay”s dead, in whole high throne Fo 
# Withone conſent the ſouldicrs have agreed | : ,Th 

; 0 


hain... ow ——_— - 
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To ſcat young Nez his adopred ſonne; 


And do by mee entreatyour _— 
Fathers conſcript ; to ratifie their choice. 


Seneca. 
Let not young Ners's yeeresdifparage him, 


Nor trouble you, {ince happy relidents 

May well be ſhornegrane 4 anan Great Auguſtus 

Of glorious memory, no moxe in debt | 

To yeeresthen hee to rulethe ſtare, 

W ith what ſucceſſe nctone in all this noble 

And greataſlembly can bee wgnorant. 

But weigh with mee the difference. of the times. 

The ſtate is ſetled, and has flowiiſh'd long 

In peacefull government ; nocivill rents. 

No fations now, nor armies area foot 

To ſtaine with Lat;an blood Phil:ppiplaines, 

To dyethe Aiak and Sicilian Seas, 5 
nt, | And through all regions beare th? unnaturall wounds” 

Of bleeding Rome. No fuch affrighting names 

As Marcus Brutus, Caſſius, Lepidus* 

Great Pompey's ſonne, or feirce Antonius 

Armyd with the of halfe the Roman world 

Standto oppoſe him. - Oh yee Gods how great + 

How many dangers had beſerthe ſtare | 

When young Auguſtits mannag'dirt ! yethes-— 

Withſtood and vanquiſh'dall choſe difficulties. - >? 

And why ſhould Nero our clefted Prince 33 

Ag'd like Augyſtus, not bee able now 

To ſway a peacetull ſceprer ? forthe right _ 

To this high, wreath although Brit anic#s- | 

Were boane the naturall-ſonne of Claudzs, , 

A Prince of hope h, and may by ſome” * 

Bee thought much wrong'd in this clection, 

Yet weigh it rightly, and no wrong is done. | 

For Nero wasadopted. Burt bel 


The claimeof his adoption, hee is borne 5 TEE 
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AGRIPPIN 


A truer heire to our Imperaall houſe 

Sprung up from the loines of Auguſtus Ceſar. 

Britannicus from Izuaes lonnes alone. 1 
IV ielln. 

Nor are the yeeres of youngBritannicrs 

So ripe as hus to govern. 


A, 


Polls. 


Seneca, | 
Has wiſely ſhewed his undoubted righe , 
And I with joy approvethe ſouldiers choiſe. 


Oftauia. 
The Godspreſerve Nero our Emperour. 
Gtho. 
Now isthe height of all my wiſhes reach'd. 
Enter NERO with TRIBUNE. 
Tribune. 
Roome for Ceſar. 
Hee goes on, andtakes hus ſtate. 
Pollio. 
Halle Nero Ceſar. 
 _ Sentechs 
Haile great Emperour. 
PV itellias. 
Ever Auguſtus. 
Otho, 
Moſt mvincible ; 
| Petromus | 
Moſt facred Tribune w] 
Monanus. In b 
Holyeft higheſt Prieſt. 
P olli 0. [ct] 
Father of Rome 'W'o's 
| Nero 
That honorable ritle 


Is yer too weighty for my tender yeeres. 
Then let mee weare it, fathers, when my paines | 
My toile and travell forthe publike weale 
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By ayde and favour ofthe Gods have made 
bo mango! it. But your LEE nt | 

ers con ſcript, your ſuffrages 
Powerfull and rd Sa voice of heaven 
In confirmation of the ſouldiers choiſe 
Fils mee with joy immorrtall, and ſhall binde 
My beſt 1ndeavours to requite that love. 
My heart 1s cleare, my 10n 
Was net in faCtious , in tumultuous times, - 
Or civil broiles, my former life has been 
As free from doing as recetving wrong; 
Andtherefore bring I to th* Imperiall Throne. 
No feares, no grudees, hatred or reveneg. | 
This ſacred Senate, which the worldadores, . 
Shall ſtill retaine her old prerogative | 
While Nero lives. My privat houſe affayres 
Shall from the free Republicke bee divided, 
And never twrne the courſe of common Juſtice. 
No publike Office ſhall bee bought for gold. 
The ſacred Confulary power ſhall judge 
As heretofore, th* affaires of 1taly 
And forreigne provinces. My carealone 
Mall bce to rule and leadthe Souldiers. 
And ſuch roall the pcople will T bee 
As T would wiſh th* uimmortall Godsto mee. . 
Oh fieech moſt worthy Jupiter bimbete 

molt worthy Zpiter humicite. 
Worthy for ever to berenited | 
In brazen Pillars for the worldto read. 
Pollo- 

[ct publike thanks by Senate bee decreed 
Jo Ceſar's graceand goodnefle. 


Nero. . 


No Aſrmius, | | 
Let medeſerve them firſt, firſt give me leave* , . 
By Vhat I have promiy'd co tic deedes >, _ ey 


= AcxIryerna. 
T Thatthenif thankes or praiſes bee beſtow'd 
They my bee judg'das due, and-berter Crowne 
Your owne true juſtice, and the Prmees merits. 
| © \;| | Polls 
Oh happy Rame in such an Emperour ! 


Long way hee reigne'on carrh, and late, oh late 
Becomeaglorous ſtarre in Heaven 


"Tribune. | To 
What word. | | ef 
Will Ceſar give the Watching ſouldiers? 
; Nero. | (8 ſ 
The excellent mother, Tribae, is their word: Wi 
Your company ,noble Conſ#!, wee'll entreate Go: 
Home to het Pallace | 
Pollio.. 
Fllattendon Ceſar. No 
E xe. 
Manent OTHo, PETRoONIus, MONT ANUS ye 
Montants. Wi 
The Prince has promis'd faire: 
Petr 0714745; | Tut 
Elſe Seneca, + PI 
That madethe ſpeech for him had'bcen too blame: JI, 
_ Otho, 
Well, let him ſpeake as Seneca inſtructs 0 
In publicke ſtill fay I, I know his hearr Bite 
And ſecret thoughts better then Seneca His 
Shall ever doe; andthere are-Jovial dyes: No 
A cammung, gallants, fay I prophecy. Hm 
_ Montamtss. 
Will'ic bee lawfull to'cat Lybian muſhroms, Ref; 
And Britiſh oyſters without being cited as 
Before the cenſor?: , Ga 
Othoe.. "W- 


Yes Curtjus, and to whore ; 
For vacuation after them; thoſegitts Ja 
y il 


Petronyis. 
Would I might havethe "62s a ofhim up. 


Cenmt. 
N US, 


Wil 


as 


G R, ; ".£ 4 V ks 
111 bee Court vertues. Come, the Prince is h 


. 4 ” _—_ 
FI z 


Otho. 
{I can helpe it, thou ſhalt have a ſhare 
In his rwition. Welcome Anzcetus, Anicet us 


[s1tto mee you Come ? 
ANcerns. 


Toyou, my Lord. 
Ceſar deſires your company at thepallace.. 
_ Otho 


Ceſar's = pris i5a.command, , hich I 
With joy obey, returne my humble duty 
Good Anicetus, I'll attend "for {trait, 7 


Exit Auicetmi.. 
Otho. 
Now my mad {havers, do you know me yet ? 
| | Petronns. 
Yes, very well; the queſtion is ifthou. 
Wilt know us now. 
Otho. . 


Tur man, Nero ſhall know you. 

PI! bring you both into his neareacquaintance. 

Now faire Pgppea's mine and mine alone. 

Ceſar muſt granemy fi ——_— 

Or elſe deny the love hee ſwore to tnee : 

Ifere hee wore the worlds Injperiall wreath. 

His power muſt fetch Popp.ea from her husband.: 

Nor is thedeed ſocavious. Other Princes 

Have done the like, and yet not tax'd in ftary. . 
Perronins. 

Beſides, hee knowes Criſpjtus never lov'd himy 

And was an enemy to his m—_— os \# 

*Gainſt him perchance heewill the ſooner grant it. .  * 

E xeunt 


Aerippma. 


2 M9 Uo 


LS 


> YOERITPEFINA. 
 Aevip. This is the day that ſets a glorious Crown W 
On if my great defignes this da - ryan = H 
My power, and makes the ling world to know 
That Aerippina. only can beſtow H 
The Roman Empire, and command the wheel 
Of fuffring Fortune, holding in her hand Le 
Thefate of nation. Istherenot aname 
Above Arguſta toenformetheworld Ti 
How great I am ? What Koman Deity W 
Shall I aſlume? the Goddeſles A 
Would all refigne ; bur that they bluſhingthink T 
Their ſtilesandaltarsaretoo meane for mee. W 
Lacznion Funo fall bee proud to ſhare Be 
Her glorycs all with mee,and think her power 
Grad with my fellowſhip would brighter ſhine ; H 
Or leave her name, and bee ador'd by mune. 
» Enter NERo, PoLLIO, SENECA, | | Fc 
' Burrhns. () 
My Nero is retury'd, haile Nero Ceſar. T] 
| | Nero. | T 


Halle great and deare Auſt, beſt of Mothers. 
To whoſe ſole care and goodneſſe Ceſar owes 
All thoſe rich hotiours that he weares to day, 


And will ackowledge ever 
| A or:ppma. 
Brighter ſt11! 


For many yeeresletthis bleſt day returne, 

Thar does beſtow for my deare Lordand husband 
Thene're-enough lamented Claudzus 

So true aſolace on my greiv'd Soule. 

This1 that Ceſar now, on whom my hopes 
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And comforts all rely. 
| Nero. 
This 15 thar Ceſar. | 
# Who in obedience andtrue filiall loye 
# To Aerippima Will for ever ſtrive --Y-M 
[y. | Wih 
| -_- 
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With vertuons mulation to excel! 
Her moſt admir'dandexemplary goodneſſe. 
, Pollo. 
How well thus piety becomes them bath. tl 
"EY Pallas. Enter Pallas * 
Long live great Ners Ceſar. $1 
Nero. 
Thankes good Palax. | 
Weeare indebted to thy faithfull ſervice; 
And therefore till wee finde fome greater meanes 
{ To makerequiall, ſtill retainethat office 
Whuch in our father Claud;ustime thou held'ft. 
Bee (till our ſteward of th* Emperall houſe. 


Aerippina. 
Hee has deſerv'd it. n 


For the funerals 
Of our dead father*, in whar ſtate and order 
They ſhall bee celebrated,wee refer 
To you deare Mother. 
Agrippina. 


Fer the order of them 
Bee like Auguſti#s C eſar's. Let him have 

A Cenfors funeralls with divine honours, 

And putamongthe number ofthe Gods. 

Nor ſhall our grandmother grear L;v;a 

With her Tijberizes tro AtHgftſtus ſhow = 

More piety, or more magnificence 
Then weeto our divineſt Claudius. Extunt 
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Ne70. 
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NARcCIssSus, GETA 
Narciſſus. 


It wee bee bound to think the Gods confider | 


ih This. 


<_y of MO Wd | | 
Kc 


o A GRIPPINA, 


$4 This humane world, why are wee not as well 

$ Boundto beleeve the greateſt members of it 

$ On whom the fares ofall thereſt 

$ Should be their 

7 Extend their narrow providence, and ſhow 

J Their powerin woods andrurall villages, 

& Yetthinke '* Imperiall family of Rome 

Not worth their care atall? for if they had 

 Whece ſlept theirjuſtice, whengreat Claudine: . 

#F Was murdred by his ſervants and his wife, 

EEE Andthey ador'd, and honour'd by the ſtate 
TR; For aftingthar accurſed deed ! what righe 

/ Canall the ſubjetworldreceive from thence! 


it 


{ Proud Pallas, thou haſt got the victory | 
O'repoore Narciſſis,and mayelt ſafely eriump 
} Withthy falſe Empreſle; tor no law can reach 
| The height you ſoare at now but yertake heed 
& Thatvery crime, the ſame. Impicty 

7 Thataidedyouinyeur foule enterpriſe 
* To vanquith meeand juſticeon my fide, 
4 May oneday pull you downe. 
4+ Geta. 
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© Alas Narcſſts!. 
# Tootruly &#f4s, thou, and I foreſaw 


* Britamicus 5nowtheobjeft growne. 
3 Ofallmenspiety. | 
bi Narciſſus. 
# Inthe wrong heedid 
13% Unto his hopeful} ſonne hee needs muſt {ce 
His own deſtruftion woven. Butif Claudius, 
$ When I detedted all their plotsto him, 
#7 Had beene of nature quick and reſolute 
$: Heehadpreventedall, and ſcap'd his murder. . 


1897 Tix certame hee was paion'd: | 


_ « 4 


f What good can dwell upon theearth with ſafety? 


” This faall ſtorme *gainſt C1a27dius wofull houſe, 


greateſt care ? why ſhould the Gods 


Geta 


\ ©+... mand , > 1 ' 


AGKR1PPITNE, 
Geta.. 

K ome It (elfe | 

'_ are will rue that fad adoption, 

And inthe wrongs of young Britanmics 

W11l beare too deepe a ſhare. whilethe firce rule 


Of Aerippina laſts. 
Narciſſus. 
What better hope 
Does Nero promiſe us ? 
Thoſcthatare neerc, Xipbilin 


And inward with his nature, doe ſuſpect 

In him all ſeedes of vice and ryranny, 

Though ſmeother'd for a time, ar leaſt, nochurttull 

While he refrainesfrom medline with the ſtare 

That his night rambling-revels, drinking feaſts, 

And cruell ſports that he's delighted in, 

Are vices of Ins nature,not his youth. 

' __ Geta: 

Tistrue,Narcifſus, I of _ have una 

Many begmne to tearethe pr | 

of 411.08 his deteſted __g Nm Xapbilmn.. 

That nothing good ETD twixt him 

And Aegrippina. Too too true alas! 

Such prophecies of ſome of our late Princes 

Have prov'd to Rome, as that Arzuſius made 

Of the flow-jaw'd Tiberius, and Tiberius 

Of his ſucceſſour Ca;zs, whom hee nam'd- 

A Phatton totheunhappy world. 
Narciſſis. 

All that Thope for isa wretchedlife, 

If that bee nottoo much for meeto hope. 

Into Campania will I go, butthere 

If death purſue mee, Ceſars armesare long, 

AndI am arm'd for any accident. 

Ler none, but with a ſpirit 'd todye;. 


Dare to adventureon pr 


Get a, 


- - -- - by r 
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2 AGRIPP I'NA, 


| Geta. 
Rifus and I are both refolv'd to leave 
The city too, wee arc not fafe within it. 
Bur farreperchance, removedfrom her ſight 
Wee may eſcapetell Agrippinas ſpight. 
Emter ty them CRISPINUS. 

. Criſps. 
| Ah Luczus Geta, I am now enforc'd 
8 To thatretirement, which wee lately wlk'd of. 
*/ Becauſe my danger mov*d mee not before, 
& Freſh cauſe is giy'n mee. Now I wouldnot breath 
&: Thceaireof Rome for all the wealth within it. 
-Þ Geta.* 
What cauſe is that Criſps? ſpeake 

Criſpmus. 


b Poppea, 


Þ Anddivoc'd from mee by command from Ceſar, 


if | ; Narciſſus 
# The Prince begins his ow moſt hopefully. 
._- Criſpinus. 

F Do you not wonder how T beare it thus ? 

þ Geta. 


| ; | I muſt confeſſe theloſſeis wondrous orcat. 


be” Criſhints. | 
# True, had ſhee been my ht and faithfull wife, 
WW The lofſe had been beyondall eſtimation. 
1% Nor coulda manly fpirit have bornethe wrong. 

© But ſhee wasnone of mine, her heart, my Luaw#s.. 
$ As I haveſince diſcover'd, long ago 
1 Was given to wanton Orho, and with him 
3 Tis thought ſhe ſtole her cloſe adulterous houres. 
1: For on that Otho , Nerohas beſtow'd her.. 
& Wanting her heart,that gawdy peice of Earth Dzjone 
$+ That men call beauty, T ſhould foone have ſcom'd, 

4 Though Ceſar”s warrant had notcomeat all. 
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& Thatwas my wife is carried from my houſe, -, 


Xiphilin ex 


Shall | 


Pa” 
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AGRIPPINA, 


Shall wee be gone, my freind ? 
Geta. 
With all my heazrrt. 
It was my teare Poppea would have caus'd 
Your ſtay too long. 
Criſpinus. 
I'll pur her from my thoughts. 
 Nargſſus. 
Farewell my Lords, all happinefſeattend 
Your Country life, thank can hope for none. 
| Criſpmus 
Farcwell Narc:ſſus may the Gods proteQt thee, Exennt. 
Otho, Pop iA, Otbe, 
Thus greateft Monarchs oft have given away 
W hat they themſelves ne're faw,nore're knew how 
To valuetruely. Nero has beſtow'd 
A guift unknown on mee, which I, that rate 
How ſweet it is, would not againe forgo 
For all his Empires wealth, 


| Poupp.ea. 
Nor would I change 


My 0tho'*s love for great dageſns ſtate, 
Otho. 


Thereto enjoy where both extreamly love 
ohms wr 0a ( as I have heard 
Some do obſerve ) it ſeldome does befall 
A marryedpaire, or if 1c doe, that bliſſe 
Endures not long, ſo envious arethe fates. 
Bur that's a dreame, my love, I doe not. fearc, 
Popp.ea. 

Thou need'{t not feare Poppeas conſtancy 
Though Ceſar were thy _ 

Otho. 


Sweet I do not; 
I dare not wrong thy truth, or take ſfomuch 


From mine own happineſle, asto ſuſpeR Thy 


From jealouſy of chee, that 'rwas my \ +> ou 
> 


AGRIPPINA. 


Thy conſtant minde atall : bur Ce/ar's power 
Is ef extent as laryeas mans deſire. 

"Twas that, that made thee mine; and nought but thatſk 
That gave,can take my happineſle away. 
Thou haſta face, Popp.ea, that would cleare 


A raviſher from guilt,that would excuſe 
Thetreaſon of a freind, and make my wrong - 
No ſtameto' Ceſar's bat domh the Gods, 


Or Cato were his judges. 
Popped. 


Ceſar would not; , 

Hee loves the well|beſxdes a noble minde 

Would ſcornetotaſte the fruires of forced love, 

| Othe. 

A long beleidging is as forcible - 

Asan aſſault, and wins the fort as fure 

Though notfo ſoone. | 
*._ | | Popper. 

Nay ſpare your arguments. 

I canlooke Fondni 4 i yam thouart fearfull, Orbs, 

ThatT ſhould long t6 ſee the Cou rt: alas 

T haveno ſuch ambition to bee known -- + 

To Agrippna or Oftauia. 

| Otho. 

Miſtake mee not , fweete love, I am fofarre 


To make it my requeſt chat thouwo 
And ſcegreat Ceſar's Court: nordo I thinke 
Oftavia would bee jealous, or that danger 
Thar once befell the faire Calphurnza, 

Whom Agrippina baniſh'd Italy | 
Becauſe that Claudius Ceſar prars d her beauty , + 
Should fall on thee. : | 


It ſhall not fall on mee, 
I will noc feethe Court: fy Othoty 


Poppea. 
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AGRIPPINA, 
ow wretchedly in ſtrivingtoconceale 
ſhy jeloufy, thou doſt betray it to mee ! 
hy doſt_chou ccll mee fo of Ceſar's power, ? 
)taviaes wrath , Calphuniaes baniſhment 
ugh Agrippinaes envy ? tisthy love 
tetrer then all theſe ſubtletricks will keepe 
My choughts at home. - 


utt 


Otho. 

[: ſhall appearetothec 
[do net feareat all; or if I did, 
isnot the failing of thy conſtancy. 

joy what freedome chou defir'ſt , Poppea. 
Now for a little while excuſe my ab 
muſt for ſake thee,t hough willingly. 
eſar, I feare, expetted my return 
Long before this love /has beguil'd che time, 
- and made my ſtay ſeeme ſhorter then it is. 

But I ſhallthinktill I retumeagaine 
| TThehouresare long,till then farewell Popp.ea. Exit. 

Popp.ea. 
finde his fearesalreache, my eſtate 
as better farre before Ryfus Criſpin 
as grave.and knew not wantonnefle en 
o make him jealous asthis Orho does 

Fſhattoo unlawfull love,which then I ſhew'd 

o Otho,is the mather ofthele feares. Te.” 
Sold Seleucus the Magician come; Enter Fulvia 

| Fulvia: | | 

Madam hee waites without, 


| Poppea. 
Go call him hicher. 
| _ is the _ _ his m % 
[All his prediftions hitherto have prov 
Moſt ecue and certaine. why ſhould I deſire 
o know my future fate; and haſten woe 
we. Should it prove ill) before the time of woe? a 
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AGRIPPINA. 
? n 
Burris a longing that I cannot check Enter Seleucihere 1 


Welcom Seleucus, have you found it out ? 
SUEHCHS. 
Madam, your ſcheme is drawn, and chere I finde 


The ftars alot another husband ro you 


Popp ea. 
Another after Otho? 
| Seleucus. 
Yes, a third. | 
Poppea. 
What ſhall hee bee ? Bhem 
| Seleucus ſp ir 
Thegreateft Prince on earth. Ke 
Popper all 
Ha, C (ar ? | 6 (A 
| —_ Seleucns. Ns 
Yes; it muſt be Ceſar, Madam. As 


And tt as true as if the oracles | 
Of Zove and Phebys had forerold it bath, 
P 0Pp&4es | | =_ 
This Ceſar that now lives * | 
Seleucns. 
I can no further | | 
Inftru& you Madam ; what you heare 1s true. 
; | _ Popped. 
Dranke this Seleucus for my fake. Farewell. 


Exit Selenti 
To bee Auguſta is the greateſt = 
The fates can give; nor does it ſeems to mee 

A thing ſo much unlikely. Otho's fearc 

Perchance was fatall. If it were, in vainc 


His care will bee,nor can hee then accuſe Y 
Mee , but the fates that overrul'd my love. p 
AGRIPpPINA, PALLAS: 

| Aporippina. 


It is decreed, Sjlanxs muſt not live. 


AGARIPPINA, Ty 


!' Imperial blood, thatruns within his veines 
ere there no other caule, is crime enough. 

x is deſcended in the ſame degree 

tat Nerois from great Auenſtus loines. 

d ſome have Jately whiſper'd that hisage 
more mature for ſoveraignty then Nero's. 
{idesthou know'ſt his brother Luczus, 
hat ſhould have marryed young Ofavir, 

us waS hunted to his death ; and hee 
ay meditate revenge. 


'eleuc 


Pallas. 
ou need not fearc 
(pirit ſo ſluggiſh as Silanus is. 
our brother Cazus Ceſar, in the midd'(t 
all his feares and jealouſyes to which 
ee facrific'd ſo many noble branches 
your Imperiall houſe, contemn'd Sans 
one in whom there wasno ſpirit, or canper, 
d call'd him nothing but the golden bealt. 
Agrippina. 

'ee cannot rell, if times of trouble come, 

ow much thar beaft by courage of attendants 

nd confluence of ſouldiers may bee chang'd. 
ſe 15 Proconſul now of Azz, 
d may here after, if the people ſhould 
ligne our government, bring power againſt us. | 
Pall 25. 
you will haveit ſo Publzs Crlerius 
d Aeliz45 now going for Afra 
ave undertaken thereto poiſon him. 

A grippma R 

tit bee done. Bur Pallas, firſt of all 
ta centurion bee diſpach'd into ap 
ampania , to kill Narciſſus. there - — &X1philine 
tee muſt nor live,that did contrive our rune YN 
nd knows, I feare,the meanes by which wee ſcap' N 
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AGRITPPINA. 
By our command it ſhall bee warranted. 
But tell me Pallas, ere thou goeſt, areall 
The German fouldiers come 2? 
Pall: Madam they are. 
You havea royall guard. Ag: Go deareſt Pallas, 
Diſpatch Celer;4 into 4ſia, _ 
And the Cenarion to Campania. Exit Pa 
Now Azrippima 1s her felte, and all 
The power and dipniry the holds, her own. 
I do uot owe 1t to a marriage bed, 
Or peore dependance on Shantands love, 
Wheieevery minion might have rival'd mee, 
There i5no power, no ſtatearall, but what 
Is undeperdent,abſolnxe and free. +. 
Beſides niy proper and peculiar guards 
Two lictors by the Senate areaſſign'd 
Diſtin&from Ceſar and the Confuls ſtate 
To wate on mee, that all the world at laſt 
Th” Imperiall power may in a woman know- hi 
I was an Emprefle butne&re reign'dtill now. Exicai 
A banquet . (01144 
Emer NERO, BRITANNICUS, OTHo, Pita 
TRONIUs, MONT ANUS, ACTE. er 
Ne. Come fit my friends, they hereare freely welcomeſyie 
That bring free Joviall hearts farre hence bee all et | 
Sad lookes, lower geſtures,and Cenſorious thoughts. 
They fit nor Nero's table. kifſe mee Ate, 
And ſmileupon the feaſt. Ae: Ceſur”s command 
Is warrant ſtrongenough. 


Nero. 
And thou ſhalt finde 
No rigid Catees here. 


Petr0034s. 

True, rear C efar, _- Tistr 

Luc ſowre Scaur; ſitathome, and write Ivee 
Y>ainſt the plealure ofthis happy age 

Dull ſaryres, ſuchas water, or rhe lees 


% | md | -— Ca FI. 


BL. 
AGRIPPINA. /. 


Tuſcan wine beget, let them admire 
[hoſe old penurioustunes. when Curius fed 
Mn leekes and onions, when F abrit us 
caſted the frugall Senate with hung beefe 
Þnd bacon, and in carthen | 
Yunke fmal Emrurmn wine, let them bee ſtill 

as themſelves would makethemſelves, unworthy. 
otaſte the plenty that Roe now enjoyes. 
Nero. 

hy did our famed anceſtours ſo farre 
Extend their conquering armes, and ſtrive to get | 
| Tſhe riches otthe world, butthat their Nepheys 

Might now enjoy them * twere ingratitude 
Mo their rich labours, ſhould wee ſcorne to uſe 
har chey havegot: or ifthe uſe of it 
[1 us bee riot, fure 'twas ayarice 
' Unthem, thactoi'dfo much ro purchaſe it. 

Otho. 
hich of thoſe rigid Cenſors, that declume 
ExÞ\oainſt the vices of the times, and tax 
{ome as Iuxurious now would call it yertue 
P Efln a rich Citizen, whoſe ſtore-houſes 
cre fraught with the beſt proviſions, his chefts crow- 
omceHis cellars full ofrich Campanuan wine ( ded 
IYet hee himſelfe to drinke the courlſeſt lees, 
'* Fo feedeonackornes, pulſe, and crabs, to wrong 
1s nature, and defraud his Genius ? 
J's faidthe Furics keep pin'd Tantalus 
IFrom taſting thoſe delicious fruits hee ſecs. 
Such would the Roman vertue bee, thould ſhee 
\fright her ſonnes the maſters ofthe world 
From taſting that which they themſelves poſleſlc. 
Petronzns. 

Tis true ;, thoſe former were moſt frugall ; 
 IWeethank them fort, the better is our fare. 

Let thoſe that liſt, now when they havenonecd, 4 
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AGRIPPINA. 
Still imitare, and boaſt their hungry vertue, 


; Whuleſt weepoore ſinners are'content with pleafants, oem 
Numidian hens, and Lybjaz purplewings dr 
Wilde goates, bores, hares, thruſhes, and muſheroms, jill | 


Oytters, and mullets, and fuch vicious meates. 


1 CO 


E Nero. me | 
Fill mee ſome wine. Moentanus melancholy , y tc 
Andiilent now ? 

Montanus. hall 
Ceſar, T was bur liftnin 
To heare Petronus 2d] morality , ever: 
Nero. 
Otho T knowcannot bee melancholy, hy p! 


Hee1s a bridegrome, and bur new poſleſt bru 
Of that faire treaſure he has courted 

90 long, well O:ho, I muſt havea fight 

Of faire Poppea, ; ſuch I know ſhee 15. 

Otho' 
Shee 1s unworthy of great Ceſar's ſight. 
Nero. 

A round, go Anicet#s bring the lots; 
Becauſethat no reſpeCt of power ſhall let 
The freedome of our mirth, who ever drawes 
The longeſt cut ſhall bee our King to night, 
And bee obey*d whaterc hee ſhall command. 

Iill religne my chaire rohim. Com draw. Enter 4- 

nicet is they draw. 


Tis Ithar am your King. 


Montanus. 
I ſhall belewve 
That Fortune has her eyes. 
Brit anmius 
In getting Crownes 
Nero , thy fortune is too good for mine 
Nero. ) ple: 


' know none envy mee. - 
Brit. 


AGRHOEEENAY 
Brit #tns 


{2 


ts, Hocnvy can 


edr e my wr a Ee Ne. 
ns, fill beginne withozho? T 
þ commandthee ſend by 4nitetus 
me truſty roken that immjediatly - 
wy fetch Popp.ea hitter rothe banquer.”” 
- Otha:- 


hall bee done, this ring will terch het hither, 
Exit” Anitetus. 
ever though would o come toths. - 
; Petronus. 
ny plot 
bringing Afte in, I (ce has fail'd. 
Otho. 
re not much; he wouldar laft have ſeene her. 
Nero. - 
ou wilt notfrowne my Afte, tough thou ſee 
1other beauty here. 
Afte. 
o royall Ceſar, 
hor Call ou heare mee envious! or detrating, 
tho 1 know Popp.e. is a Lady 
hoſe beauty doesas farreexcell poote' A478 
Cinthja does th@lefler ſtarres, or Venus .. 
he qo REL 


 A- 
| Nero. 
F y ſpoke, faire 4f7e. 
Ate. 
ere you ſhall findethe faying does not hold 
wornen are derractors from each other. 
Nero. 
[ane time begina health. 
Montazis 


| 


) pleaſe it Ceſer 
great Auguſta, Agrippina's health. 
wy D Nore? 


G RATPP 


I' NA.. 
' Nero | 

Leritgoround. And now Petrorivs. 

I cometotlice I dog command thee write 

A fn) yagpe againſt thoſe pleafſarcs 
Thou didft fo lately prayſe,againtt th' attire, 
Andcoſtly diet of this notorious ape. 

This is thy Taske. 

Petronins. 

I muſt obey the King : | 

And nov's the fitteſt time for ſuch a ſatyre. 
I never finde my vertue of that ſtrength 
As to contemne good V iftualls, but upon 
A well fill'd ſtomacke. 

Nero. 
Give himwineto heighter't. 
Petronus. 

T vewrit already a Satirick Potm 

Ina grave angry way , where I complaine 
That Romes exceſle, corruption, luxury , 
Ruin'd the preſent governement, and4twixt 
Ceſar, and Pompey Caus'd a civill warre. 
Liſten, and heare my caſtigations. 

,» Now all the world victorious Kome had wonne 


' » All lands, all Seas, the morne andevening Suanc, 


,, Nor was content; the Ocean's furrow'd ore 
3” With armed ſhips; if any farre-hid ſhore, 


»»Or landtkerewere,whence burniſh'd go!d was brough 


2» Itwas their foe: by impious warre they ſought 


» (Fates firted ſo ) for wealth, old known delight 
' 3 They ſcorne, and V ulgar bare-worne pleaſure flight, 


-,, Pearles in th* Aflirian lakes the fouldicrs love. 
»» Brightpoli'd earth in hew with purple ſtrove. 
= Nt matbv1C bringstke Scythian yeilds 

-» His early fleece, the Arabs ſpoile their fieids, 
»» But ſee more rvineyet, and greater wounds 
» Olinjurdpeacethe Mauritznian grownds 
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AGRIPPINA, 


Z 
» And Libyan Amm on'startheſt woods,toget 
Wilde beaſts are jearch'd whoſe teeth a price muſt ſets | 
, Upon their ceath, fierce Tizers ferch'd from farre”, 74 


8, And ſtalking ſtarely onthe Theater 


» Are ted with humane ſlaughter to delight 

,, T he peoples cyes : atter the perſ1an rite 

»( Alas I ſhameto ſpeake it, anddiſplay 

» The ruinc-threamung fates) they cut way 

» Manhood from growth ſpoi'd yourhs,for Venery 
» Softning their nature, to kcepe backe thereby 

» In ſpite of time,thcir age.her ſelte in kinde 

,, Abuſed nature ſcekes, but cannot finde. 

» They dote on Catamites, weake bending hammes, 
, Uluneryed bodycs, and a thouſand names. | 

» Of new attircs,loole haire of men, mn whom 

» All man is loſt!!o tlaves from Aﬀerick come, 

» Rich Citron boards, br 1zht purple, which to view 
» Coufening the ſenſes beare a gold ike hew. | 
» A wanton traine,in wine and ſurffets drown'd 

» Thefar fetch'd tabledo encompaſle round. 

» The wealth that all the ſpacious world containes 


» By lawlefſe armes the roming ſouldier gaines, 


» Their gluttony growes witty ; puilt-heads caught 
» At Sea, alrve areto their tables brought. 
| Nero. 


No'more, my furious Satyriſt, thou haſt chid 


Thetimes ſufficiently. 7 
Parronmse. 
If you bee pleas'd- 
$1 have obey'd. | 
Aero, 


_— 


Well, I perceive Petronzms 


14A. man may writea Satyre, and yet bee | P 
No Scarrus, Cris, Or Fabritins- | 
eo Paronms. 
A Saryriſt ſhould beethecontrary, WV, 
he [+3 


Ar 
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Is AGRIPPINA. 


And know+thole vices, which hee meanes to tax: A 
Nero. ys” | D 


Brother Britaymicu thy take is next; 


Stand up and ſing a ſong. T! 
|  Britannicns It 
Give mce ſome time: | 
I cannot doo't extempore, what ſubje& ? 
Nero. M 
Chooſe thar-your {elfe. O 
Brit anmicus. M 
Then give me [eaveto ſing Ti 
Mine oxne misfortunes, how I came to looſe 
The Roman fcepter. Is 
| Nero. 
s How ! that will not fic | N 
gs A feaſt of mirth. i © 
B7itani cis. | A 
No, letthem laugh that winne. T 
: | Petros. In 
A good {mart youth. | A 
Nero. 
This ruſt not bee endur'd. W 
I muſt beefreed trom this continuall feare : 
E Then bee excus'd, be merry Gentiemen, B: 
I wonder Anicets ſtayes fo long. W 
Enter ANICETUS with P OPP A A. It 
But feethey come, is this Popper, 0:ho. Tt 
| 0:16. | O! 
Tis ſhee preat. Ceſar. c 
| N er0. L 
| Wonder of her ſex! | (F 
} Bright paragon of Rowe! all beauty2syet wW 
# ThatT have {eene, have been but foi'esto ict * 
F A preater Juttre on this ſtarreof light. Le 
" Otro. : 
$ His cysa.e fixt; hischanginz lookes do [:care I « 


A cepth 


ei 
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AGREPP DNA, 


A depth of paſſion , or my jealous feaxes. 

Dazle mine eyesroo much. 

. -Petromms. 

Tis ſo; ſhee's loſt. 

It ever Lady were atennis ball | 

Tis this, ſhee's bandy*d io from one totother. 

Nero. 

Muſt then another reape the envy'd fruit 

Of my injuſtice? muſt Popp.ea bee 

My crime, that tooke her from her ather Lord, 

To be his pleaſure ? 
| Oths. 

Is great Ceſar fad! 


Nero. 

No 0tho, {till ſhee ſhewes more faireand faire, 
I cannot check my love; lit faireſt Lady. 
Andwith your luſtregrace our feaſt. 1 ze 
Thou arta moſt incomparable judze 


In beauty, Otho, and were I to chooſe 


A wife againe, 1'dtruſt noeye burthune. 


Ortho. * 
Would I might ſerve you vr. inany ttung, 
Nerg. 
But cell meethy oppinton in.one queſtion. 
Which doſt thou thinke thenobleſt in a Prince, 
It kee would uſe his puny and do an at | 


Thar may bcethoughtunyuſt , to do'r for frend!hip, 


Or fatisfaftion of his oyne delighe, 

Otho- 
Sr. had you made theſe a private man's 
(For the delights of. Princes , as themſelves, 


Wee muſt countiacred) I couldſoone reſolve it. _ 


- Nero. 
Let it bce ſo for tis the ſame injuſtice. 
Otho. 
I Ctinke 1tnobleſt then to do't for frendſhup. 
D 3 


For 
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” AGRIPPINA, 


For frendſhip ever was held honorable, 
. Bat ſatisfaction of our o-aM delighes 
 Athingof weakeneſſe rather then of honour. 


Pelrons, 
I ce his drift. 


Nero. 

Auguſtus Ceſar then 

AndT by power havedone the ſelfe ſame a&. 
Burinthe cauſe I have exceIV'd Aueuſtus, 

For heeto fatisfie his own hot love 

From Clardins Nero tooke faire Livia. 

I from Criſþ;nustook a brighter beauty 

To ſhew my ſelfe no lover . but a frend. 

Doo not miſtake mee 0rho,and ſuppoſe 

T do repent the favour I have done 

I know tis well beſtow'd. 

Otho. 

Twas ſuch - pra 

That I confeſle, zreat Czx/ar, as no ton 

Can bee ER re ; ſoris =." 

To find a heart that's large enough to pay 
Sufficient thankes in thought , bur pious men 
Have ſtill acknowledg'd that no thankes of ours 
Can #qualize the bounty of the Gods. 

And Princes are likethem, ſhould I thinke leflc 
I ſhould both wrong the giver, andthe gitr. 

Nero. 

In valuing her aright thou ſhew'ſt thy ſelte 

As wiſe as juſt. I wiſh theejoy of her. 
But faireſt Lady, ſince it was fo fate = 
Before you grac'd our feaſt, I cannotthinke 
That have entercain'd you yetat all. 
Theſcene ſhall therefore change,another roome 
Shall bid Poppex wellcome to the Court. © 


b On. a fea ent, > Am, — Rr ene 


AGRIPPINA. Fes 
VITELLIusS,-Potri1o, 

HER: -- 
Yer Ceſar and his mother wellagree. 

os oe P ollis.. | 

The Gods continue it, but /;tellizs, 
[feare the ſequel. 4grippinaes fierce 
And haughty difpoſition will roo much _ 1 
Provoke her ſonne *tisthought;and hee roo. forward | 
Tothrow all nature off. | 


Vitellus. 
I thinke fo too. | 
And therefore I could wiſh that Azrippine 
Would go a gentler way, ſhee aka not. | wild 
Too much upon her merits, _ wee know 
Twas ſheethar put the {cepter in hishand. 
For vicious natures, where they once _ 
To take diſtaſt, and purpoſe no requitall, 
The greater debt they owe, the morethey hate. 
Polio. 
Beſides ſhee *ll find it harder far to worke 
Herends upon a ſonne then twas to rule 


A doating husband. 
Pollio. 
Time will ſew it all, SET | 
And we ere long ſhall know which way to leane _ 


Ext, 
BuRRus, SENECA 
Burrhus. 
Will Agrippina ſitto day with Ceſar 
Nn his Tribunall, to give audience 
To thoſe Armenian Embaſſadors ? 
Seneca. 
There isno doubt ſhce would ; bur I have ſpoil'd 
T': ar ſtate I hope; for I have councell'd Nero. 
rent} Thi if m_ come, _ pan and meet her, 
 - fAgiF kediditin re an 
Ite! o _ D 4 of Deofer- 
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Deferring th? audience of th? Embaſladar, 
I hope ſheet will not underſtand our drift. . -- 
Burrhus. 

Pray heaven ſkce do not, for: you know her firceneſle.Þ 
Senrea. | 

It would bee Romes diſgrace, the Senrres ſhame 

And my great crimeit che Embaſſadeors 

Tat cometo plead their, countryes cauſe ar Rome, 

Should feea woman perching up with Ceſar 

Into.the chare to give them audience. 

And fitcommanding ore the Roman en&gnes ; 

Twasnottke cuſtome of our Anceſtors 

To lee fuch fights, 


Burithis. 
True Lxcz4 Seneca, % 
Our Anceſtours had no fuch kinde of women, 
Shee in her heart's a man, and you miſtake 
It you eſteem her onely Ceſars mother ; 
Not his Colleague, and paxtner in the Empire 
Or morethen fo. | 


Seneca. 
I am not fo ingratefull 


To hatethe woman , fince-I know it was | 
Her favour, chat repeal'd my banithment, 


But I diſlikethele things, thar forreigne ſtates - ' |. Exc 
In ber. unſcemly carriage ſhould benold X;philmnis 


lf 


"The ſhame of Rome, and would thee kcepe a temper 
ft 


Fitting the Guality of heriſex and piace, 
I hould admiretke bravery of her minde. 


EnterNEROo, Y1TELLIus, POLL10, 
NERO, zakes lus ftatt, after them 
the Embaſſaders. 


Embaſſadors. 
L onglive grea! N70 C.eſarthe cheite care 


tld... RT > ao @ *nienn 
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AGRIPPINA, 


Jf heaven, and higheſt Souveraigne ofthe Earth, 
ſhe Princes of Armenia', # ologe/es 
eneſle. und Tiridates greete your ra 5x 
-Þy us, and do congratulate the honor, 
_ Which ſince divineft Claudirys lefrthe earth 
[ſo make a God 1n heaven, is fall'n on you. 
me, And to your Ingh Tribunall doo referre 
he controverke that 1s now betwixt them. | 
| Nero. Enter Agrippina 
y mother's come, deferth* Embaſladors 
5 twas appointed Sentca. 


SENECA. 
Twill. 
Nero. 
ile deareſt mother. 
Agrippina. 


"Wherefore riſes Ceſur 
rom his Tribunall when affaters of ſtare 
\re brought before him ? 


Nero. 
o reſpe& can bee 
00 much for mee to givegreat Argippma. 
Agrippma. 


xcuſe mce, Ceſar, 1f it bee reſpeR, 
is now unſeaſonable, take your ſeare, _ 
ll ſit with you my ſelfe, and here th' affares 
f thee Armenian Embaſſadors. 
"I 
Vee have deferred the buſinee a while, 
9, Fandthouzhtupon a fitter time ro heare it, 
Agrippima. 
Fyou anſe becauſe the auchence 
| $ended or deferr'd upon juſt reaſons, 
- 5 not reſpe& to mee that made you riſe, 
you alldz'd at firſt, bur I havefonnd it, 
c reaſon ha dterr'd thisaucience » 
D 5 Was 
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AGRIPPINA, 
Was Agrippinaes commirty, 
2 Burrbus. 
This I fear'd. | 
Seneca. 
Twas carryed ill of C ear at the firft. 
Agrpppinas 
- - Ifcethoublutheſt, Nero, and may'ſt juftly, 
; Tocallthar reverence, which was affront, 
Was adiflembling net befitting C.eſ.r. 
Andto affronta mother fo as | 
Was notthe duty that befatted Nez, 
- SFexo. 
Can neareſt 4grippina. thinke her Nero. 
Willever doo an act that may beejudz'd 


Aftront to her 
Agrippma. 
This was thouknow'ſt et Tal 
And fo docs thy adviler Seneca Ah 
From him 1t came,no other Senator 0 
Durſt to have councelld my diſgrace but hee an 
- | Seneca. - rein 
Never will Sexec., fo much cbleidg'd , 
To Aegrjppmaes royall favour, with "y 
Or councell her diſgrace. ; Wh 
Agtippina. = 
un ns. | 6 _ ” 
hiloſophy nere taught ingratitude. 
If you Had thought Pe ala unfit for mee, on z 
You might havetolqmeeprivatly before, Pic 
Not us'd this rricke which how fo ere it hold l 5 
In Stoficiſme, I'm fure is nought in ſtate. n 'T 
Vitellins. TI 
Shee payes him home. p Su 
A Pall. ras 
Her ſpirit cannot brooke | Tha 


Theleaſt appearance of an injury. | 
_ Agrippit 
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AGRIPPINA.. 72 


Agri MN. | 
(eſar, I'll leave thee now, nor ſhall my preſenee' 
Bee any hinderance tothy ftate affaires. 
Nero. C37 
ll go a long with you. 
, Agrippma.. 
For Seneca ; 
'll ſhortly teach him new Philoſophy. 
|  Exentit.- 
manent. BURRHUS, SENECA. 
| Sencca. 
Shee's full of anger; but it moves not mee, 
Since what I did was juſt, and for the honour 


Df Rome and: Ceſar; honeſt actions 
il] bee enough prorcection ro them ſelves. 
| Burthns. 
Take the beſt courſes toprevenr her fury. 
Seneca. 
Ah noble Burrhus, it muſt bee hereafter 
Our greateſt care to curbethat womans pride, 


 JAnd what wee can remove her from all rule 


pp 


And government of ſtare, for Agrippina 
Is of too hot and fiercea diſpoſition. 


Burthts. 
What ſhould weedoo ? twerepitry to incenſe 
Her ſonne againſt her. 
Y: Seneca. 


The Gods forbid that wee | 
Should ſtrve ro makethe Prince unnaturall.. 
But to preventthis inconveruence- 

I will perfvade young Ceſar notwith purpoſe 

to wrong his matter, ſomewhat to abatc 

Her dangerousgreateneſſe , to remove from her: 
Part of Fer guard of German ſouldiers , 

And to diſplace her wicked counſellour 


That infolentand Lordly free'dmanPallas. | 
| | Biarvar,. 
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77 -  AGRIPPINA. 
__ 8arrmbuw. | 

. Youncednor uſe perfwaſionsto your Pupili 

| (The Gods tor, we ut 1t Tjudge anauile) 

— Toſtandagamit his mother, I much feare 
Hee wil] coo quickly hate her, for. no reafon 
Toſtare belon. ing ; but ye thee growes 
Imperious over hum, and ſtrives tocurbe 
Hs luſt and riots, thole, thoſe Sexecg 
T teareare {eedes of fururetyrann 
And for ks love (as it the fires decreed 
To make his paſſions all prepoſterous) 

Fs vertuous wite noble 0 avia 

The only inſtance mn thas wicked age 

Of women greatand good, ts loath'd by him. 

| SPNecd. 

That moſt aflis mee « could wee finde acure 
For that diſcaſe, all other maladyes | 
A riper age will in ſome part redrefle, 

And I will ftrive to changethem by degrees, 

And get him to torſake his looſe affociates. 
Bur let us firſt endeavour to remoye 
Fierce 42rippina fromall rule of ſtate. 
| Burrhus, 
Tl joyne with you, and uſe my beſt endeavours. 
E x6unt + 


NERo0o. 
Nero. | 

Shall I thatam an Emperor , bee check'd, 
Control'd aid bafRed in my Pallace thus 2+. 
I will 'removethis mother farre from mee, 
And give command to Bzrrþ;:s toprovide 
That houſe chat was Antoniaes for her. © : 
The Pallace ſhall bee free to my delights, , 
I make no doubt but that the peop'e know, 

And hate her pride, and will the \efſe repme 


$ Art what Idoagaizſt her, Thavetold her 


\ 


For 
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Or 
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AGR1PPINA. 74 
(For ſhee provok'd mee palt all patience) 


Part of my minde already, ſhee ſhall me 
Perchance roo late the ficrcenefle ſhee has ſhew'd 


, E x1t. : 
AGRIPPINA. : 


Agrippina. 
Ingratefull Nero, ts thy mothers power 
So loone offenſive grovne? canſt thou fo ſoone 
Caſt off all filzall duryes, and fo ra 
Whar I deſerve from thee 7 wouldd thou deprive 
Mee of all poxer that pave all power to thee 7 
Did I ſowickedly for thee procure 
The height of human ſtate, thatthou ſhould take 
All ſtate from mee withgreater wickednefle ? 
Oh wronged Claudius, this fad punithment 
My bloody treaſon, and ingratitude L. 
Tothy offended Manes juſtly payes. | 
By the moſt loving, and moſt injur'd Lerd, 
The worſt of wives was more belov'd rien now 
The beft of mothers by a wicked Sonne. 
T'le make him know what hand it was that raus'd 
Hs fortunes to this height ; but wherefore weeps 

| Emer 0 favia, 


My deare Offavia? 


What accurſed fate 
Purſaes the wofall Cltuazan family ? 
Azrippina. 
Deare dauphrer ſpeake thy griete. x7 Om 


> Ofauii. 


OFavid. 


Was I beſtow'd, 

Or rather loſt in marriage, to advance 
Upon my brother's ruine, Nero'sſtite 
Tobce by him defpys'd, hated and made 


A baſc fteedavomans flave 2 WEE 
Anrippitde 
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E” AGRIPPINA, 
HER Aorippima. 
- What freed woman ? hes ; 
| X:iphilin. 
O Faw. 


Afﬀethy Ners's concubine my miſtris 
Thar dares within the palace to conteſt 
- Nay to reyile Ofarz.. 
| Aegrippintde © 
She Cares not, F ri 
Nor ſhall ſhe doo't, I'll flit the ſtrumpets noſe, 
_ If hedareſpeake'gainſt thee. 
1 Ofaun. 
You cannot mother. 
Nero Gclignts in none but her, his ſoule 
In A#s lives; on her kedovs beſtow 
That love, that's due to mee : But mee kee loaths; 
Oh difmall love, Oh fatall marriage! 
Agrippma. 
Take comfort fweete Ofawa, I'll redreſle 
'T hy wrongs, or venture mine owne fall with thee. 
Exter Nere. 
| Ne70. 
You have complain'd I ſee, 0 avi. 
Is there a chiding toward ? 


; | Agrippina 
Has thy guilt, 
And th* unkinde wrongs thou ha ſt already done 
Unthankefull Nero, to thy vertuons wife 


Xiphilin. 
Arm'd thee with ſuch an impudence, that now 
Thou canft prevent her juſt accuſing thus ? 
Nero. 
How's this ? 
Aenpp 


EI DÞimA. 
Mee thinkes although thou hadd'ft no ſparke 
Of goodneſle left thee, yet in Pollicy 
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Totake his right, and to revengethe wrongs 


AGRIPPINA, 

Thou fhould'ſt not dare maintain a baſe borne tri 

Againſt thy lawtfull wite great Claudzus daughter, 
Ners, | 

Mee thinkes in policy you miptt remember 

You ſpeaketo Ceſar, nota Chilue, 


Agrippina. 
Tis true, 
Thou haſt forgot the duty of a childe. 
Nero. 


I will bce better kno; if I bee Croft 
In wy delights, I vi] bee bold to crofe 
You ln your pleatures tor 

| Agrippina. ' 
Oh heavens, what pleaſures 
W har joyes or fluctes have I ever had 
But to preferrethce Nero? are my cares 
Andall my labours thus requited now 2 
Ler not too-vaine and fooliſh confidence | 
Of what thou art,vnake chee preſume to wrong bs |! 


Thy mother and thy wiſe; or thou tl.alt know 
The Empires lawrull hen e 1s yet alive. 
The wrong'd Britannicus 15 growing up 
W hich kee andall his family ſuſteine Xipbilim. | 
T'll go my felfetothe Prerorian Campe, 1 
yh. plead his cauſe before the Souldiers. 
There let one-handed Bzxrrhzs, and that baſe 
Unthankefull exile Seneca, appeare 
Againſt the daughter of Germanicus. 

Nero. 
Yes plead the cauſe of yeung Britannicws; 
And when y* haye done, provide an adyocate 
To plead your own. 


; 
if 
; 
EXT 
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Exexnt Nere, 
Agrippinas 
Gone ſo abruptly from us ! a | 
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Slights hee mine anger fo ? 


Madam I feare | | 
You tooke too harſh a way ; his lookes were wilde 
And full of rage ; my fad milgiving foule 
Tels mee ſome miſcheue's working 1n his thoughts, 
| Aerippina. 
Feare not, 0 F.:via,weell rake the beſt 
And fureſt courſes to prevent the 11! 
Thar may enſue ; and if mature advice 
And cuuncell cannot bridle him, wee'llufe 
Another meanes to curbe his infolence : 
I kavealrcady by my bounty made 
Moſt of the I'ribunesand Centurions. 
# My guards are ſtrong , and ſhall bee vigilant 
& Over the ſafety of Br;t.umicas , 
8 As mineown perſon, there's no open a 
Of miichicfe can bee onthe fuddaine wrought. 


0 fFauvi. 


Ottavia. 
W The Gods I hope will guard our innocence. 
| | Exennt. 
NER0o folus. 
Nero. 
| My fearcs have been too ſlow,and twas high time 


REES 1 hat 42rippinaes thundring threats had wak'd 
as My ſleeping nuſcheetes; which ſhall now no more 
W Study di{>wtes, bur appeare in bold 
And open aGts with Ceſars ftampe npon um, 
\Feareleſle of vulgar whiſpering jeatuulyes. 
gy Upon thy death, Brit annicrs, a Price 
WH No lefſethen Romes imperiali wreath 3s (et. 
$ The decde, when done, will priviledge it (elfe, 
And make the power of Nero ſtrong enough 
'To warrant his miſdeede, who dare revenye 
Or blame th' offence that frees wee trom a rivall ? 
But I ſhall leave a worſe, and nearer farre - 
wn Behunde, 
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Behinde, my mother Aerippizailives; 
Shee lives my rrvall, nay-my parmer ſtil}, 
Nay more then thatmy-Clueene and Governeſle. 
Tam no Prince, no man,nothingat all | 
Whule Agrippiva lives, maſt ſheerhenlive 
To-rpake mee nothing? muſt the name of mother 
Outweigh a ſcepter ? couldrthe name of husband 
Protect her Claudius? no; her owne example 

Shall teach mee ſtate : butfirſt Briraynicus 
Mult bee remoy'd; his death aſſures my ſtate, 
And makes mee ableto conteſt with her. 
That gentle poiſon, which Locwſta gave him, _ © 
It poiſon 'twere, whileſt wee did vainely feare 

The peoples talke,has kept my feares fre | 
Where is this hagge? - 


, 
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Enter Locufia. 
| Lockſta, 
Ceſar. 
i Mere. 
Witch, OW: beats her. 
Feind, fury, divell. *. 
JH ; 'Locuſta. 
Mercy, mercy, Ceſar. 
Nero. 


I'll hew thy curſed -carcafſe into atomes, 

Thou gav'it Brit anicusanantidote 

In ftead of poy ſon. 

Loguſta. 

Twasagentle poyſon, * 

And ſuch as you commanded mee to make; 

Hold Ceſar hold; I willredeemeall yet. 
Nero. 

Do it or dy, make mee apaiſon;ftrong, 

A quicke and ſpeeding one. . 

Locuſt .z. 13 

Ic ſhall bee done, 3 8 

No i 


79 AGRIPPINA. 

No ſooner taſted, but it ſhall deſtroy. 
Nero. 

F'll ſee thetryall of it, and reward 

Thy ſervice well ; but if Britannics 

Out livethis day, this day ſhall bee thy laſt. 


Extexnt. 


AcTus V. SCENA. L 


BuRRHus, VITELLIUS, ANNIE 
CETUS, SeMldjers 


Burrhu. 
Tt is the will of, Ceſar, ſouldiers 
You muſt bee all diſcharg'd from guarding her, 
But you ſhall have allowance, and thus much 
Fl pronuſe for your comforts,you ſhall bee 
The next that are aſcrib'd into the liſt 
Of the Pretorian campe. 
E Souldiers. 
nhankes noble Burrhus. 
"2 Burrhus. 
. Anicetuegive command that ſtraight 
# Thathouſe, which was 4ntoniaes bee prepar'd 
© For Aeriptina, and her faruly. © 
C.eſor will have the Palace to himſelfe. 
Vitell;us. 
Dots Agrippina know't 
Burrhus, 


CET 


. 
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Burhus. | 


Not yet Ithink- ; 
Is there diſpleaſure then *"twixt her and Ceſar? 


B urhius. 


[knownot. you'll excuſe my haſt, my Lord 
#ewnr, | I muſt take leaye. 


exit Burhiis, 
py Vitellias. 
I like not theſe new turnes. 
I came to viſit her: but now T'11 ſoare ' 
My haile this morne. whither ſo faſt my Lord? 
Pollo. 
To viſit Agripin. 
V itellus. 


Stay, I'll tell you. 
There 1s ſome diffrence twixt her and Ceſar. 


Her guards are tane away . I He now 
From Burhus, who diſcharg'd chem. thee her ſelfa 


Shall be remov'd from the Imperiall palace. 
Pollio. 


I like notthat;- I'll ſpare my viſic then . 
PETR ONIus, MONTANUS. 


Montanus. 


Otho will looſe his wife then. 
Petronns. 

Yes, no doubt; 
And I believe muſt leave the Ciry too. 
Nero's extremely fir'd, and hee will have her 
Alone; poore Otho muſt not rivall Ceſar 
Nor indeed 1s it fitting that the 
Should make th' adulterer a cuckold. 

_ Montanus. 
Do'ſt thou beleeve, Petrenjrs, that thus charge 


Pleaſes P ? | 
A TE Petro 
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BY,  AGRIPP-INA. 
 \Petronzus 


Yes, I warrant her. - 


Shee thinkes her beanty never:contd have dane her 


A preater ſervice. BY) 
DIORFANMNS . 
But ſhee ſeem'd tolove ol 
.Otho extremely. 
Peronis. the 
I confeſle 2Montanns - Who 
I chinke her appetite ſtood well to Orho; | ih 
For it is a raſcall ofa winning carriage ; 
And curious teature; but.ſhee has enjoyedhim X' 
Sometime already, and that paſſion 
W hich you calllove, does move in a degree 
50 10w, and feeble, it is ſooneſwallow'd up $9 
In the deepe torrent of ambition, | © 
= yp tprige 9rrkng= ry PO eg 
Farbour a love ſo ſtrong, but it muſt yeetd be © 
To pride her quality precominant. Wa 
 AMEANHs. | = 
What can ſhee bee but-Nerg*s concubine? kb 
Ifee not what high honour lyes in that. {83 
Petrommus. h] 
Youcannottell what fhee may bee in ume. 56 
Mont 27115. f 
Shee cannot bee Aueufta; that high name wo 
Oftavia, while thee lives, wll'keep, heedares not \ , 
Forlakethat wite (how e're | ce do afte@ her )) | po 
To whom hee may bee fayd toowethe Empire. wy 
Petronzus. ; ky 
For mine own part, I knownot how twill go. an 
But I dare ſweare Popper ere thistime ; 
Has ask'd and heard what the Chaldzans fay 6 c 


 Abour her fornmes : our finedames of Reme 

Muſt ſtil bee tampering with thatkinde of cattell Þ_ -h 

Their dogys, their monkeys, and themſelves TROY * . 
KNOU 
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thoutth' adviſe of fuch.acunning man, 
thou ſecne'0tho lagely? ==. 


Mont &ru4s. 
es to day : 
_ Petromus. * 
ow does hee lookeupon the bulinefle? 
Mont ans. 


th ſomewhat ſad; but Ceſar ſcemes to uſe him 
wonderfull kindly that hecannotthinke 
e's wrong'd at all. 
Petronzus. 
thee lers finde him out. E xeunt 
; PALLAS ſolus. 
___ Pallas, 
0 longer ſteward of th* Imperiall houſe ! 
c greateſt benefits ſo ſoone forgot 
r wicked Princes ? tis and ever was 
ic fate of Courts, Monarchs unjuſtly hate 
knowledoment : what.power, what honor now 
"Cs N eitold but what hee ewes to mee? 
y merrit, nay my wickedneſſe, which did 
) him encrcaſe themerit, for this heart 
bled the more for my ingratitude 
ny beſt maſter Cludirs, his ſad wrongs 
other now revenges : oh Narciſſus , 
chance the conqueſt that I got ore thee, 
hen wee two ſtroveabout the ſucceſſor 
) Cla#dins Ceſar, willhereafter prove 
re fatall to the conqueror, then him 
t loſt theday, thou in Campania 
aſt happily, though hunted tothy death 
us; and Carry *dft rothy grave the honor 
ayding the juſt ſ1de,oh Royall-Erpreſle, 
| Enter Agrippinas 
thinoF21C Our care to raiſe unthankfu}l Ne 
chourÞ! proveatlaſt our on ceſtruftion = 
| y 
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AGRIPPINA. 
My places lofle Lweigh not, but for feare 
It provea ſtep to your diſhonour, Madam. 
Aerippina. 
Tis for my lake that thou haſt loſt it, Pa/as, 
With mee my frendsare hated. Oh {ad fate 
Thar followes impious ations! well perchance 
And happily might I have liv'd if wrong'd 
- Britannicus had reipw'd ! Oh would the lofſe 
Ofthis unworthy life could yer procure 
That injur*d Prince his due. 
Pallas. 
Canfortuneturne | 
The courſe of things fo ſtrangely,that you Madary, 
The Prince his mother and tus raifer too | 
Should wiſh the others reigne 
|  Agrippina. 
It can, ir can. 
This is the power andjuſtice ofthe Gods, 
That when wee thinke our felves moſt ſatc in ill, 
Can fruſtrate all "our: confidence, and make . 
That power, which feem'd to bee our prop, to bee 
Our onely caufe of ruine, wee are children, 
Vice makes us children , liketo them, wee cry 
For Knives to hurt our ſelves with, and the Gods 
To puhiſh us oft grant what wee defire. 
An herſe broveht mOCTAVIA. 


| following. 
Pall. Whardolctull noiſeis this ? 
Agrippina 
A mee, I feare. 
Ofava. 


ON diſmall day !'Oh wretched famuly ! 
Fly back bright Pheh#s tothe Eaſterne ſhore, 
Or hide thy head; thou haſt at Rome bcheld 
A feaſt more black then ere Mycenz faw.- 
Ah deareſt brother, ſweet Brit aznic. 


Invok 
nou | 
Or CV 
Det ( 
rift} 
Perchay 
Shall w 
Th* unt 


entle 


his WC 


Boces 1 
Is filPd 
his is 
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AGRIPPINA. % 


oz; Aerippina. 
Brit anMIcnHs. 7 
__ Oftavia. 
Murder'd Britannicns, 
Poiſon'd at Nero's table. 


Breake-my heart 
FThe greateſt woe, that could befall, is come. 
Forgive mee, gentle Soule, twas I thar gave 
That viper lite, and rule toruin thee. 
Thou need'ſt not curſe mee; the impi 
Of him that kil'dthec, will revengethy death, 
P all.zs 
Faire hope of Rowe, ſweet flower untimely cropr, 
What parentaſion ſhall ſad Pa/lzs make 
T appeaſe thy wronged ghoſt, and expiate 
My toule offences ? to the King and Q uecne 
Ot fablenight I'll build two grafley altars; 
And yecrely there, ifany yeeres at all 
fl have to live. with fad 11batons 
Invoke the manes of Britannicus, 
hou from the groves of faire Elyſ1um 
or ever Wail'd for ever honour'd Prince, 
Deigne to accept my humble ſacrifice. 
rifthoſe rights bee too too meane for thee, 
Perchance the Genius of afl.A:d Rome | 
Shall weep hereafter ore tity grave, and wailc. 
Th* untimely death of her Britamnicus. | 
Agrippina. ? 
entle to thee let carth and water prove. 
: E xit Ofavin,-) 


Agrippina 


his wofull murder of Britannicis. 


| & funiths 
Boces i] to mce, and my preſaging foale 
Is fill'd with ghaſtly teares. Ah Pallzs, Pulls, 
his is the entranceinto Paricide , oh 
ph | AFX 


*. * 


” 
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ny AG/R FPPINCAs. 


E And butthe Prolozue to a mothers death. 

E Pall xs. | 

* Would I could ſpeake to your deſtreſle and feares 

E A truc and reall comfort, fucha one = 
& AS might not flatter your ſtate , and make 

E You weaker chen before; by taking from your 


\ 


# All ſtudy ofprevention. 
| Servant, 
DN Servant. 
> Ceſar Madan, 
> Is come to viſit you. $ 
3 Agrippin. N 
'* Pallzs farewell. Enter Nero. I 
1 Nero: ct. 
”. What weeping Madam ? whatunwort'y cauſe 
Dares force ateare from greate -114zuſtaes 'cyC 
While Nero lives* '1f *r bee my brother's death, hou 


| , Thar caus'dthis forrow, I could 111 tcares 
Had not that tragedy already rob” 
Mane eyes ot moyſture, | 


This hy pocriſie 

Makes mee leſſetruſt his nature then betforc. 
Nero. | 

The Gods have rob'd mee of one comfort now 

The fellowſhip of ſweet Brit armies, 

Thar all my piety may bee confin'd 

To you ,dearc mother, you containe alone 

Within a Parents facredname, all tiles 

Of kindrednow, all bonds of pious love. - 

Fearenot achanye in mee. 

Agripping. 


Agrippina. 


I do no tCeſar. 
| . Nero. 
Minarvus fealt is celebrated now 


AGRIPPINA. 


Nero, 
{jnervaes fealt 1s celebrated now | 
ive dayesat Baizthicher you ſhall go Xiphilin. 
nd feaft with mee deare mother, there forget 
11 jealous feares, and you ſhall nevermore # 
omplaine of Nero. 1t che ſtratagem aſide. 
f Anicetus proſper, her ant 
all be to P ##to, andthe Ghoſts below. } ER 
OTHoO with bi Commiſſion. 
Otho. 
e Gonernment of Luſitania. 
Nero's grace and favor is beſtow'd 
In mee ! Oh glorious name of baniſhment ! 
et welcome now, ſincefaire Poppee's lot. 
thankethee, Nero, thoy provid'lt a brave 
nd honourable cure for thatfad wound 
hou haſt inflifted on my love-ficke Soul. 
low great atorture had it beentomee 
olive in Rome divorc'dfrom her,and ſce 
a folded in another's armes ! 
ſence wanton thoughts; fond love forever valiſh , 
olle& my ſoule what ere thou haſt within thee 
Xt Roman left, and anſwer to che call 
right honour makes, ſome favourable God 
yg lufts and riots ofa yourh 
much miſled, has ſent this ſeeming loſſe 
o wake me from ſo baſca lethargy. 


wploy'd in feng aGtion,I hall live 
w:. = rh infeious vices of this Court, 
nd farre from ſeeing rhe abhorr'd effets 
future tyranny , which needs muſt breake 
rom Nero's vicious nature. At my birth 


Augures pfomis'd high and glorious hopes. | 


'Y'0: 


his isthe way to bringthem. Spaine ſhall find 
nother O:ho then was ſent from Rome. | 
hit [0ppea promus'd here to —_— and take 
Five 


Her 


Ca T_T DR ITT OT. 


GRIPPINA. 


F| Her laſt leave of mee. why ſhould I againe 
{ Renue my paſſion by the ſight of her 2? 


" 
bo _ 
7 

tb. 


3 Enter SELEUCUs. 
| | : Seleucus. 
+; Haile Marcrys Orho Emperour of Rome, 


F; Ceſzr that ſhall bee. 
L Ha! 


A It isthy fare, 
| Which ſhalina bee prevented. 


; Otho. 
| Tell mec father 
. (For your prediQtions ever have been true) 
Shall I behold-Poppeaes face againe, 
When I have lcft the Ciry ? 
SEUencns. 


Otho. 


SUleuc ns. 


Never more. 
Otho. 
Never ! a heavy doome yet I in lieu 
Of her ſhall gane the Empire of the world. 
FZuno will heale the w that Venus gives. 
Emer POPP A A. 


See, there ſhee comes; her beauty waxes ſtill, 


Or elf rhe ſad conceit ofneyer more 


Seeing that face, makes itappeare more faire, | 
of Honour growesalready : 
Here could I ſtay, and like the Trojan Prince 


How dull the edge 


Lockt in faire D;does armes forget for ever 
Th” 1talzanland, and all my furure fame. 


Meethe command of C eſartorces hence, 
And leavesno power in my cleftion. 
Farewell! Popper. 


E|/ Bur't is but one poorc look. and fo farewell. 


Him Joveadmeniſh'd depict from thence. 


E xit Selet'h, 


Pat 


Tick 


Ji: 


 AGRIPPINA. 


Popp.ea. 
Oh hard fate in love = 
Is mine, whofe joyes were never laſtin ye. 
Speake nor ſo ſoone that killing word farcye!!. 
Otho, . 
What gaine, alas, can oneſmall minute bee? 
Or if were gaine to mee, tothe Poppea 
Twerelofle ro keepe thee from thy Ceſars ſight, 
Hee isthy ſervant, whom the world obeyes. 
Poppea. 
Ah Othe, love can witneſſe that this fortune 
Was never ſoughtby mee. | 
Otho. 
THou wert too orcat 
A treaſure for a priyat man to keep. 
No; live ſtill happy with thy Ceſar here 


And mee one requeſt ; if of that love 
Which once wee vow'd fo deare,there yer remaines 
So ſmall apart as may deſerve the name | 


Of comon frendſhip,yſethy power with Ceſar 
My goverment may be continu'd'long. 
Poppe. 
Rather let mee intreatethe contrary, 
And keepethee hereat Kome. 
Oths. 


It muft not We. 
Never while Nero lives, and lives with thee. 

It muſt bee loye no more, but frendſhipnow 
Twixt us Poppea, which may ſtill bee kept 

In abſence by good wiſhes, andwithour -— = 
Thoſe nearer comforts which fond love requires. 


But who ſhall teach meeto faces that ſivect | 
Delicious leſſon which loves ſchoole did teach, 


When thy admired beauty was the booke, 
And1I a Scholler rootoo forwardehen ? | 


Oh would great Cars power -- _ my wound, eabia 


— | 
. _ 
9; LAG RIPPINA, 
= Could butbeſtow fopriyativeagood 
T Aslofſe of memory. but that, alas, 


Weretoo unjult a care, and I could with 
Rather to ſuffer ſtil] then quite forget 
That I was once Poppeaes erivi'd love. . No 
I'll rather ftriveto ſolace my fick ſoul I 0+} 
With contemplation of paft happineſle, I Th- 
And by recounting ore our former joyes OF] 
Deccive thoſe boures of ſorrow I muſt paſſe. Ha 
Pop. AndI for comfort of our abſent love la, 
Will cherr1ſh hopesthart wee ſhall meetagaine. I Th 
©th. No, thinke mee dead, bright love, and I'll enfarceſ , < 
My imagination to beleeve that thou . An 
Tranſlated by ſome amorous Deity Froue 
Haſft left the carth to beaurifyrhesky, No 
Andtrurne Aftronomer in love, ro tinde Bur 
Thy figureout amongthoſe radiant lights To 1 
Whi stranSformedParamourshave made. The 
Mongh tk I'li ſeeke Ire Poppeaes ſtarte, Ne , 
And WEATC I ſee ir, rather beleeve.  INot 
Thou liv'ſt on carth debarr'd from 07bo's fight. Tha 
I muſt begin to part, 7 ſee; for thou Cha! 
In m art loath to chide mee hence, 
And bid mee quitthe place. Farewell Poppex. [Tho 
Suchheight of happinefſe mayſthou enjo p 
AS Ceſars conſtant love can bring to the@® 49 
Pop. As.muchgoed formune follow 0tho ſtill [Tot 
{ TiSpower that parts us.all the Gods can tell Exjt 0tho| 
' How well 1lovethee 040. but thoſe Gods, Cefn 
- Thathave ordain'danother fate for mee That 
& Muſt bee obey dyec Nero muſt bee wrought Aud 
With cunning to my ends, orelſe my fortune Mu] 
Is low and poore, my citle nought at all. 
Tis notthe love of Ceſar, but the honour, That 
Andthat high title which attends his love T can 
That & Poppeaes aire, Ofavia And 


Debarres | 


Fo ON 


farce 


tho 


—5 — F 
AGCKEtPPINA:. 


Debarres mee yet from that, and Agrippine 
Is fierce, and hk her ſonne in Pupiltage, 
Entt/NER 0. | 
Nero. 
| Now faire Poppea, thouart minealone; 
| Othy's removy d, embracethe happy chan 


_——— 


| That forrune brings thee, thou haff found inſtead © 


1 Of him, a Ceſar, who beſides his ſtare 

| Has brought a heart astrue to thee, and loye 

| As ſtrong and fervent as poore Otho's was 

| Thou wert before a diamond conrſly fer, 

A clouded ſtarre: the Fates did pitry thee, 
And would no longer let that beauty ly 

| Ecclippſed in a private family 

No ſeat but Romes Imperiall throne, no ſphere 
But Ceſars armes were fit for thele bright eyes 
To ſhine in, and the ſubje& worldt' adore 
Their luſtre, like ſome conſtellation 

New riſen to amazc mortality. 

Not Rome alone, but all the fartheſt ſhores 
That Pelers ſt{ver-footed wife ere knew 

Shall call Popp.ea miſtrrſle, 


Popp#a. 
[Thoſe are honours - 
Ceſar, t0O hin , too great for meeta hope. 
Nero * 


[To hope,my love, they are thine owne already. 


Poppea. - 

Ceſar, thou know'ſt it cannot bee; and I . 
That might haveliv'd content with 0tho's love; 
And there enjoy'dthe honour'dname of wife, 
Muſt 1n the Palace find a baſer (tile. 

Nerv. ; 
Thou wrong'ft my power, Poppea, ifthouthunke 
I cannot givethe higheſt ſtile tothee: _ 
Anditthou thinke I meaneit +” wrong'lt 
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My trueſt love 
| Poppe.. | El 
f! Ofaviaisalve Al 
No love of thine can beare Auguſt ſtare M 
Bur onely ſhee. 
[ Ners.. F- | W 
f| Shee ſhall bee ſoon remov'd | Pr 
{' To makea roomefor faire Popperes honour. N 
' Nor will the Senate dare cogrumble at it. Dt 
"* Poppea. Ar 
Though all were filentelfe, fierce Aerippina X1phitin, | W 
Would inthataR controll thee, and thinke mee | A1 
To meane for Ceſars wife, though Iam ſprung Th 
: (ForI may fpeakea truth that Kome'can wimelle ) | Lo 
' From noble andtriumphant Anceſtors, | 1c 
'S | | Nera. By 
$.] ; T Þere, love, thou ſtrik'ſt upon the trucſt ring, | W; 
f: That Aerippina was my greateſt feare, Th 
$ | Though now ſhee isnot; for I'll tell it thee, Th 
# If Anicerrs firatagem havetaken , Th 
Kre this ſhee wanders on the Stygian ſhore. | Fat 
Weary I was of her imperious pride, He 
' Andfeard her cruell plots. How that ſucceeds JW 
| | ISnow my greateſt expeRation. But 
| | Nordol live-ttl} 4nicet us come. By 
' Andbring wy ſafery in that womans deatty Ha 
Enter ANI CETUS. | SUC 
Puppad. To 
See, Anicetrs \s return'd | 
SO Vero. | Oh 
Speake man- . . $Sur 
Wihat 1s my fate ? thoucarrieſt in thy voyce Th: 
Tke lic and dcath of Ceſar Cor 
Anicttus Anc 
Your command AC 


Was done, great Ceſay , butyour mother ſcap'd. But 
| | Net. 


io. A RG. a. a4 © ——— 


A\GRIPPINA, 


; Nero. 
Eſcap'd ? how could it bee, but you were falſe, | | 
ans; all confpir'd together to betray Xiphitin. 'F} 
My lite in faving hers ? how could ſhee ſcape ? 'Fh 
Anicetus. 
| Wee choſethe mightto at it in; butnight , 
Prov'd not fo black as niyht ; the ſtarrs gave light, 
No wind at all blew as wee lanched forth Xiphilin | 
| Down inthe Galley Agrippina lay , 1 
And ather tcet lay Ace runz 
1:/in, | With joy diſcourfing of your curteſie, - 
| And favour latcly ſhew'd her, but when I 
The watch-word gave, tC covering ofthe place 
| Loacen withicad {cll-downe, andpreſt to death 
Her ſervant Gal{ys. But when th' other pat 
By tortune ut al broke not, nor the veſſel] 
Was loos'd alunder, all beeing in amaze 
The rowers ſtraitway though it beſt to weigh, 
The galley at one {ude, and finke her ſo | 
There Aceroni.: floating in the waves 
Faining her ſclfe to bee the Empreſle, cry'd 
Helpe, helpethe Prince his mother. But the rowers 
With poles,and oarcs ſtraight kilFd her as ſhee ſwamme, 
But 4grippinain a ſilence caus'd 
By policy or feare, ſwammeto the banke, 
Having received but one wound, and there 
Succour'd by little barkes, through Lucrzze lake 
To her owne houſe was carryedat the laſt. 
Nero. 
Oh, I am loſt and dead; I fall bee firaight 
| Surpris'd and kil'd ; ce '1l arme her ſlaves, and ſtirre 
The ſouldicrs up, or to the Senatehaule 
Complaine, and thew the wound thee has recerv'd 
And tell the ſtory there. What ſhall TI doo? 
Adviſe mee, my Popp.ea, Anicet us, 
Bur yer adviſe mee no thuvp bur her death, 
[&r'v. No 
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 A'GCRAIPPINA, 


{No other courſe isfafe, Ners.muſt dy 
t If 4rippana. live, call Buyrhus to mee * 


ff. Send forth the ſouldiers to diſpach her ftraighr: 


; Poppen 
| It sno action for a ſouldiers hand 
Fj Nor will the campe for brave Germanic, 
Her father's fake bee drawne to butcher her 
TL et Anicetus. finith the exploit 
| Heehasbegunne. 


ft], Iemuſt be ſo; YO ON 
' Withthyreligious aft, Anicet u5. 


Nero. 


] Thou art ob cigp'dtofiniſh it; or elſc 


Whar thou haſt donealready, will procurs 

My ruine rather then ſecurity © 

Chooſcthee what aide thou wilt. 

BM Anicetis 

> TI havethem ready. 

g* Fearcit not Ceſar, Agrippinaes dead. 
Nero. 

Oh comfortable voice ! thou artthe man 

_Y Anicet us, that _— 

The Ire Nevo. to ft 

I will woke ic and nc 

This as my day ofcoronation. 

What plot ſhall wee invent to hidethe deede, 

And putth* intent of murder upon her ? 

To bring you newes of her eſcape, I'll finde 


had hand 


OOz> >> HYD», .- 4 


A way to doo't,tis ſtrange none yer come fromber. 


SEC Agerinus Comes | 

Agermith 
' Allhealthto Ceſar 
Auguſta by the fayour ofthe Gods 
; Has lately ſcap'da ſtrange and wounderfull 
Danger at Sea. | 
Ani. Ceſar when any of Eer ſervantscome 


Enter Agermus« 


hat 


GRIPPINA, % 
What meanesthis ponyard Anicetus lets fall e poryard | | 
In Ceſars preſence, Againus'? behind Averinus. | | 

Nero. ; | 
Treaſon. | | Ziphilin. \ | 
Shee ſends to murder mce;dragge hence vhe ſhave, - || 


And torture hun ro death. 
Agerinms, 


I am as free 
From gwlt inthis as mnocence it felfe. 
Nero. 
Hence with che villaineto his death, and thou | 
Deare Anicetus, forward with thy plot. Exon | 
AGRIPPINA, brought in by Mnefter , | 
and Sel&ucus , ſhe ſits, 
Agripima. 4 
I cave mee alone; but bee nor farre from mee. Exant. | 
W ho would rely = the gratitude -— 
Of men? or truſt the fruit of benefits, * \| 
That now behold, or ſhall hereafter reace 
My wofull fortune ? I, that have beſtow'd | 
W hat erethe world containcs, to bee poſlcſt 
By impious Nero, in reward, expe 
othing but bloody death twas too too true 
Thar ſtrange«leccitfull galley was a plot 
An impious engine madeto murder mee, 
As by the fierceneſle of the ſlaves, my wound, 
And Aceroniaes death it did a E. 
Can I expe that Nero tould relent ? 
Or that the tyrant in a brothers blood 
Embrew'dalrcady,thould not rather thinke 
No miſcheifecan bee faferill fully done ? 
Oh had his thoughts beene good, had my eſcape 
Beenegratefull to him, all the houſe ere rhis 
W th viſitants, and clients had been fill'd 
To axke and {ce how Ceſars mother did 
Where now arcall the hailes the bended znevs , 


Low 


'”. Low proſtrate faces, and officious tongues, 
{6 venir - 
bod Ns ka 
'F LIENCE, and neglect remaine 
+ - In this forſaken Palace. Bur toe ſoone 
76 ns Engethe a oach of vilany. 
| Wh doo 


: 
”, 


Z Nero himfſelfe, who did commandthe dcede , 


AGRI-PPINA. 


Aerippmats name ? 
t but ſolitude, 


re ! where are my ſervants ? 


at nioile is that at 


 Mnefter, Seleucus, Galla, Xenophon. 


No anſwer made ! are they departed too! 


Then vaniſh all my hopes falſe world farewell 


With all thy fading glorics. But alas, 


x . Whither from hence ſhall Aegrippina fly ? 
What repions are there in the other world 


But my mjuſtice has already fil1'd 

With wron 

Lel{ja Panihnaand great Claudz;us 

My murdred Lord,yet thoſe fad ſpirits perchance 

Abhorring Nero's. baſe 1 rude, | 

And plutred with revenge, will ceaſeto hate 

At laft, and pitty 4grippmas Rate. ; 
Enter ANI CETus, OLOARI Tus, .nd others 

Ay mee,  Ancet us. COme againe ? 


Then I am dead paſt hope, murder,helpe. help Xiphitin, 


Anzcet us. 
You pgueffe our buſineſle right but tis 1n vaine 
To call for helpe; your guards ate farre enough. 
Agrivpma. 
Oh hold your hands a while; heare mee but ſpcake 
Conſider with your ſelves before you act 
A deed fo execrable as will ſtick 
A 'aſting brand on your abhorred names. 
This murder will bee famous through the world. 
All men will fly your hated company . 


I Like birds of might ſhall you for ever hide 


Youre gwlty heads ; or, which is worſe then that, 


Ghoſts ? there young Sans wanders, 
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| AGRIFPINA: |. "WY 
(As you pretend) ſhall guerdon you with death, / * ** 1.4 
An quithimaſlte by puniſhing of Ou. as "4230 
(O) rather venter Neres frowne, and keeps! "F 2 | 
Your innocence. If 
Amicetns, 
Can they bee innocent, WR 
That diſobey their Prince his will ? 
Agrippma 


But ſure | 
You did miſtakethe Prince. I am his mother. 
Twas I that gave him birth; nay more, that pur 
Into his hand the ſcepter ofthe world. e-- 
Could hee command my death ? . "1 


 Amwetus 
Wee did not ſtand 
Examining the cauſe. 


Agrippaa. = 
Then ſtrike this wombe hs! | 
This tragicall, and ever curſed wombe, f | 
Thatto the ruine of mankinde brought forth Xphilzy. | 
That monſter Nero,here, here take revenge. | 
Here Juſtice bids you ſtrike. let theſe ſad wounds | 


Serve to appeaſe the hatred of the earth 
'Gainſt Agrippina for dire Nero's birth. 
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